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Israelis kill boy in Sidon 


BEIRUT * AP) — An 1 1 -year-old boy was fatally wounded and ■ 
two other minors were seriously injured Sunday when Israeli 
troops opened fire in retaliation for a rocket attack on their patrol 
in the southern Lebanese city of Sidon. witnesses said. The two- 
car patrol was driving through the Riad Solh street in the heart of 
Sidon when a rocket-propelled grenade was fired at it. said the 
witnesses, who asked not to be named. They said the Israelis 
quickly jumped out of the vehicles and began shooting. The boy. 
identified as 1 1 -year-old George Attaliah. was on the pavement 
about 100 metres from the patrol. He was struck by three bullets 
and rushed to a hospital, but died under surgery, according to the 
witnesses. The two others — Bassel Khatib, 1 3. and Shawki Osta 
— were travelling in a car driven by Khatib's aunt when rhe 
shooting occurred. 
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Happy New Year 

Due to the New Year holiday, the Jordan Times will not 
be published on Tuesday, Jan. 1. 1985. Our next issue 
will thus appear on Wednesday, Jan. 2, 1985. The edi- 
tor and staff of the Jordan Times take this opportunity 
to wish all of our readers and advertisers a very happy 
and prosperous new year. . 
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King condoles 
Fayez family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday called at the 
residence of che lace Ah' Mithqai 
A1 Fayez and extended his con- 
dolences to AI Fayez family and 
Bani Sakhr tribes on the death of 
Sheikh Ali. King Hussein was rec- 
eived by Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Akef Al 
Fayez and a number of his family 
members. 

Third Hamza Field 
yields oil 

AMMAN (J.T.) — New ind- 
ications of the existence of oil res- 
erves in Jordan unfolded Sunday 
as drilling work at the Third 
Hamza Field reached a depth of 
3.000 metres, well-informed sou- 
rces said Sunday. The sources told 
the Jordan Times that final results 
of the existence of oil in the Third 
Hamza Field will be known in 10 
days when the drilling is expected, 
to reach 3,800 metres. Primary 
findings, however, indicated that 
the oil field is an extension of the 
Second Hamza Field where oil 
was located at the depth of 3.510 
metres three months ago. The 
sources said that a delegation from 
the Ministry of Energy and Min- 
eral Resources will visit Baghdad 
soon to benefit from the Iraqi exp- 
ertise in oil exploration. 

2 Israelis wounded 
in Lebanon attack 


TEL AVIV (R) — Two Israeli 
soldiers were wounded Sunday 
when their convoy was ambushed 
near the South Lebanese village of 
Saksakiveh. soutwest of Sidon. an 
Israel army spokesman said. Isr- 
aeli soldiers began searching the 
area for the aitackcrs as the wou- 
nded were taken to hospital, the 
spokesman said. 

Shamir said to 
favour Taba force 

TEL AVIV (R) — Foreign Min- 
ister Yitzhak Shamir was quoted 
by an Israeli newspaper Sunday as 
saying he would accept the dep- 
loyment of a small foreign peace- 
keeping force in the Red Sea coa- 
stal strip of Taba. claimed by 
Egypt and Israel. Mr. Shamir was 
not immediately available for 
comment but the Yedioth Ahr- 
onoth newspaper quoted him as 
saying that Israel had suggested 
deploying such a force there in 
April. 1982 but Egypt had rej- 
ected the proposal at the time. 

MEA plane diverted 
after bomb threat 

LARNACA 1 R) — A Middle 
East Airlines (MEA) Boeing-720 
airliner on a flight from Beirut to 
Athens made an emergency lan- 
ding at Lamaca Sunday after the 
pilot was warned there was pos- 
sibly a bomb on board. Security 
sources at Larnaca airport said the 
3 1 passengers and eight crew had 
left the aircraft, which was being 
searched in a remote corner of the 
airfield. Air traffic officials said 
the plane was diverted to Cyprus 
while flying close to the Aegean 
island of Rhodes after air traffic 
control al Athens radioed the cap- 
laitLwith the bomb warning. 
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Arafat says Syria involved 
in Qawasmeh’s murder 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
Sunday accused Syria of masterminding the 
assassination of Fahd Al Qawasmeh, a PLO 
Executive Committee member, who was shot 
dead by two unidentified gunmen Saturday. 


Mr. Arafat, who arrived from 
South Yemen early Sunday upon 
hearing the news of the ass- 
assination. told reporters on arr- 
ival: “Let. the hireling killers and 
the rulers of Damascus who pro- 
tect them and defend them know 
that they will not be able to des- 
troy the will and determination of 
our people or stop the Palestinian 
revolution.” 

The PLO leader repeated the 
accusation while visiting the res- 
idence of Mr. Qawasmeh to offer 
condolences to the slain PLO off- 
icial's family. 

“Again I say to the rulers ol 
Damascus that they shall not ter- 
rorise the resolution. Abu Kha- 
letTs (Mr. Qawasmeh) blood will 


be a curs© upon every traitor to 
Palestine.” he said. “We all know 
that Syria helped the hand of Zio- 
nists. because the Zionists did 
not kill Abu Khaled. Syria did thst 
for them.” 

Differences between the PLO 
and Syrian leadership emerged 
last year when Damascus backed a 
rebellion within the ranks of the 
PLO. The PLO leader accused 
Syria of inciting and encouraging 
the rebellion and the Damascus 
leadership, denying the charges, 
ordered him out of the country. 
Since then, mediation efforts have 
failed to heal the rift and several 
PLO factions — some ind- 
ependent and others supported by 
Syria — are Still based in Dam- 


Belr 1 may table new 
proposals at Naqoura 


BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
government is likely to present 
new proposals when talks with 
-Israel on- the..withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from South Lebanon res- 
ume on Jan. 7. Foreign Ministry 
sources said Sunday. 

Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel and Syrian leader Hafez 
Al Assad reached an und- 
erstanding in Damascus last week 
on “points of rapprochement” 
which Beirut hoped Israel would 
accept, the sources said. 

But they declined to reveal what 
new terms Lebanon would present 
when Lebanese and Israeli mil- 
itary negotiators meet for a 12th 
round of talks at U.N. forces hea- 
dquarters in the border village of 
Naqoura. 

At the last session on Dec. 20. 
Israel threatened to break off the 
talks unless Beirut agreed to a 
major security role for U.N. tro- 
ops in Lebanon and deployment 
of an Israeli-backed militia along 
the border. 

Lebanon has insisted its own 
army take control of all occupied 
territory and rejected a role for 
the militia. At the Damascus talks. 
Syria backed Lebanese demands 
for the “unconditional liberation" 
of the Israeli-occupied south. 

State-run Beirut Radio rep- 
orted. meanwhile, that a multi- 
sectarian military council was 
expected to set a date Monday for 
implementing long-delayed plans 
to extend state authority between 


Beirut and Israels Awali River 
“front line." 

Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
said Saturday, he. was . optimistic 
after the Gemayel- Assad meeting 
that the plan, delayed by Leb- 
anese faciional objections, would 
be implemented soon. 

Shi'ite Muslim minister Nabih 
Berri. who threatened last week to 
boycott cabinet meetings if no act- 
ion was decided by this weekend, 
said Saturday ‘all are unanimous 
there is a climate of optimism.” 

Syria, the main powerbrokcr in 
Lebanon, supports the plan to 
send army troops into militia-held 
territory to stop fighting between 
rival militias in the Kharroub reg- 
ion adjacent to the Awali River. 

But despite the apparent agr- 
eement on the plan, radios rep- 
orted artillery duels along the coa- 
stal road near the tillage of Dam- 
our 15 kilometres south of Beirut 
Sunday. 

In Beirut itself, relatives of peo- 
ple kidnapped during the 10-year 
civil war blocked all crossings 
between mostly Christian cast and 
mainly- Muslim west Beirut for the 
fourth straight day. 

The protest began after a Shi' ite 
woman committed suicide Iasi 
week because after, failing to find 
her 13-year-old son kidnapped 
• nine months ago. 

Israeli claims to Lebanon den- 
ounced: Asiran: Resistance only 
solution in South Lebanon, page 2 


Mother Teresa says 
famine is God’s lesson 


JIJIGA. Ethiopia (R) — Nobel 
laureate Mother Teresa, on a visit 
to drought-stricken Ethiopia, said 
Sunday the country's famine was 
God's way of teaching the world 
the lesson of charity. 

"God is teaching us a lesson. He 
is giving us the opportunity to 
give until it hurts." the 75- 
year-old leader ol the Mis- 
sionaries for Charity order told 
journalists who accompanied her 
to eastern Ethiopia this weekend. 

Mother Teresa said she had 
asked (he Ethiopian government 
to let her set up a centre for the 
disabled, orphaned and sick in an 
Addis Ababa 'palace now used for 
state functions. 

“I told the government I was 
not joking. They thought I was a 
bit off. If has nice big rooms, you 
journalists must come and help 
clean it.” she said of the palace, 
one-time residence- of the late 
Emperor Haile SclaisTe. 

Mother.Teresa wasipeaking in 
Jijiga. 450 kilometres from Addis 
Ababa, at a centre where some of 
the order's 29 nuns' in Ethiopia 
look after and feed ailing children 
and adults of the country's time 
million famine victims': ' '• 

Mother Teresa said si* asked 
the head of the country's Relief 


and Rehabilitation Commission 
(RRC). Dawit Wolde Giorgis. for 
the palace after seeing devastating 
scenes of hunger on a tour of nor- 
thern Ethiopian famine centres 
last week. 

She did not disclose what Mr. 
Dawit’s reply was. The building, 
which has huge grounds and a 
network of villas forguests. is used 
mainly io entertain visiting dig- . 
nitaries. 

Mother Teresa, dressed in her 
customary white robes with blue 
borders and open sandals, told | 
journalists in a lengthy and rare 
interview that she was struck by 
the way victims of the worst fam- 
ine Africa has known, accepted 
their plight. 

“ I was taken by the people’s sil- 
ent forbearance. They are bea- 
utiful — not a word of complaint,” 
she said of the hundreds of tho- 
usands who sit in famine camps 
waiting for food, many for death. 

“They don’t ask why it is hap- 
pening to them. The first thing I 
would ask is why it was happening 
to me,” she said. 

No official figure for famine 
deaths has been published but 
Western aid agencies estimate that 
at least 300.000 people have died, 
perhaps three times that number. 


ascus. 

Two assassins with silencer- 
equipped pistols shot Mr. Qaw- 
asmeh as he was getting out of his 
car in front of his home Saturday 
afternoon. 

The official Iraqi News Agency 
( IN A) quoted a Palestinian source 
in Amman as saying Jordanian 
authorities had arrested four men 
suspected of involvement in the 
killing. 

There was no immediate official 
confirmation. A security source in 
Amman said investigations were 
continuing but gave no details. 

A person who telephoned the 
French news agency. Age nee Fra- 
nce Presse. in Paris claimed res- 
ponsibility Saturday for the attack 
in the name of “Black Sep- 
tember.” a radical PLO faction 
opposed to Mr. Arafat and his pol- 
icies. 

Hundreds of people stood 
shoulder-to-shoulder inside and 
outside Mr. Qawasmeh’s home in 
the Jabel Hussein neighbourhood. 

Some wept softly as Mr. Arafat 
spoke and others interrupted him 
with chants of “Ashat Falastine” 
— “Long Live Palestine.” 

One old man in traditional garb 
screamed for vengeance against 

Only Israel 
unwilling to 
talk peace, 
Greens say. 

TEL AVIV ( AP) — Members of a 
delegation from West Germany's 
Greens Party said Sunday their 
tour of the Middle East has con- 
vinced them Israel is the only cou- 
ntry in the region unwilling to 
negotiate for peace. 

“Lebanon. Syria. Jordan and 
the PLO (Palestine Liberation 
Organisation) — at least they are 
all willing to come to the table, 
which is necessary to ease ten- 
sions." said one delegation mem- 
ber, Ulrich Tilgncr. 

“Israel is not ready to attend an 
international conference." he 
said. 

Israel has rejected calls for a 
U.N. -sponsored conference that 
would include the PLO and the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Tilgner. speaking on the 
last day of the party's five-day 
visit, said even though Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres has 
sought negotiations with Jordan. 
“he says that Jordan has to dis- 
tance itself from the PLO. And 
this is a condition Jordan can’t 
accept.” 

Mr. Tilgner said the group plans 
to offer proposals for a solution of 
the Israeli- Arab conflict, based on 
the need for negotiations, once it 
returns to West Germany. 

The delegation from the left- 
wing anti-NATO Greens Party 
also visited Jordan. Syria and 
Lebanon. 

Many Israelis opposed the visit 
of the Greens, accusing them of 
“disguising renewed anti- 
Semitism” by anti-Zionist slogans 
and of supporting the Palestinian 
cause. 

On Wednesday, a brief scuffle 
broke out on the parliament floor 
as an Israeli Arab member of the 
Communist Party ripped a placard 
from the hands of two right-wing 
colleagues that said in German: 
"Greens out.” 

Israel denied entry to a seventh 
.delegation member. Miss Brigitte 
Heinrich, member of the Eur- 
opean Parliament, accusing her of 
links with the PLO. 

Miss Heinrich told the Jordan 
Times after being denied entry to 
the West Bank that the Israeli 
occupation authorities still have 
“to announce the real reasons” for 
refusing her entry. 

When she told an official at the 
King Hussein Bridge that she was 
entering Jordanian territory, the 
official replied: “This is Israeli ter- 
ritory.” 

During their visit to the occ- 
upied territories, the Greens team 
also met with leaders of the Pal- 
estinian population living under 
the Israeli occupation and exp- 
ressed their party’s support for the 
Palestinian cause. 

The delegation spent four hours 
in Hebron. 


Syria. “ Abu Amraar.” he cried, 
“ Don't leave us for Syria to kill us 
one by one.” 

After leaving the Qawasmeh 
house. Mr. Arafat rode to the 
PLO’s Amman headquarters, 
where scores of Jordanian and 
foreign dignitaries had gathered to 
express their sorrow. 

The PLO announced a three- 
day period of mourning. The fun- 
eral was expected to be, held on 
Monday. 

Qawasmeh to 
be buried 


today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The funeral 
of Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Executive 
Committee member Fahd 
Qawasmeb will take place 
Monday in Amman, a PLO 
spokesman said Sunday. The 
spokesman said the funeral ser- 
vices will be held at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Mosque at 
noon Monday before the body is' 
buried at the Umm Al HI ran 
Cemetery on the outskirts of 
Amman. 



Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
and Palestine National Council (PNC) Speaker Sheikh Abdul Hamid 
Al Saeh (wearing white headdress) with Omar (right) and Mnammar, 
sons of Fahd Qawasmeh. the PLO Executive Committee member who 
was shot dead in Amman by unknown gunmen Saturday ( Petra photo) 


Palestinians, Arabs condemn 
assassination of PLO leader 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN- — ‘Two Damascus- 
based factions of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
Palestinian leaders in the [sraeli- 
occupied West Bank and the Egy- 
ptian government Sunday con- 
demned the assassination of Fahd 
Qawasmeh. a PLO Executive 
Committee member, who was 
shot to death in Amman by uni- 
dentified gunmen Saturday. 

The Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP). 
one of the Syrian-based PLO fac- 
tions. said the murder of Mr. 
Qawasmeh was “a crime which 


among Palestinians.” it added. the body to be buried in Hebron. 

Another PLO faction based in 45 kilometres south of Jerusalem. 
Syria, the Popular From for the Orber West Bank leaders said 
. L iberation of Palestine .(.PFI. P). they would seek permission to att- 
also denounced the killing of Mr. end Mr. Qawasmeh's funeral in 


Qawasmeh was “a crime which . Council (PNC) in Amman last 
opened the door to internal Pal- ‘ month when Mr. Qawasmeh. reg- 
estinian fighting.” arded as a Palestinian moderate. 

In a statement issued at its was elected to the PLO Executive 
Damascus headquarters, the Committee. 

DFLP said Palestinian circles rec- Palestinian leaders in the Dec- 

eived the news of Mr. Qaw- upied West Bank said they were 
asmeh's death “with deep regret." stunned and saddened by the ass- 
“This criminal act comes at a assination of Mr. Qawasmeh and 
time when imperialist and Zionist said they were seeking to bring his' 
forces and those in collusion, with body for burial in his native Heb- 
them are rrying to exploit the div- ron. 

ision (within the ranks of the Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij 
PLO)... to strike at the PLO bef- called Mr. Qawasmeh's death “a 
ore liquidating the Palestinian great loss to our people and a 
cause.” the DFLP statement said, black spot in our history.” 

“This crime opens the door to He said Mr. Qawasmeh's family 
self-destruction and . fighting would apply to the Israelis to allow 
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Qawasmeh and said . such ass- Amman. 

assina lions could only help dec- “We are very sorry for this net 
pen inter-Palestinian rifts. and we condemn it.” said Mustafa 

The DFLP and PFLP both bel- Natshe, a former deputy to Mr. 
ong to a “democratic alliance" Qawasmeh who succeeded him as 
which has called for a dialogue acting mayor of Hebron in 1980. 
with the mainstream of the PLO Mr. Natshe was also deposed by 
supporting Yasser Arafat as cha- Israel in 19 S3, 
irman. Bassam Shaka* a. a staunch Pal- 

But it joined hardline. Syrian- estinian nationalist deposed by 
backed factions opposed to Mr. Israel as Nablus mayor in 19S2. 
Arafat's leadership in boycotting a was “very sorry over the news.” 
meeting of the Palestine National according to his son, Hayesan. 
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Council (PNC) in Amman last Mr. Shaka’a lost his legs in a car 
' month when Mr. Qawasmeh. reg- bombing one month after Mr. 
arded as a Palestinian moderate. Qawasmeh's deportation in May 
was elected to the PLO Executive 1980. 

Committee. "The people are completely 

Palestinian leaders in the occ- slu , nnet ^. sa ’ < ! Mr- Ere 'l * n a le !" 
upied West Bank said they were cpnone interview. 

stunned and saddened by the ass- ~ * sra ® ° a n'° i ^ ormer 
assination of Mr. Qawasmeh and f™ Mayqr Rashad Shawa assay- 
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body for burial in his native Heb- 
ron. 

Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij 
called Mr. Qawasmeh's death “a 
great loss to our people and a 
black spot in our history." 

He said Mr. Qawasmeh's family 
would apply to the Israelis to allow 


assination would show Pal- 
estinians the futility'' of political 
killings in resolving their pro- 
blems. 

Fayez Qawasmeh called on the 
Israeli occupation authorities to 

(Continued on page 3) 


New Indian cabinet 
to be sworn in today 


mission 

MOSCOW (AP) — The Com- 
munist Party newspaper Pravda 
on Sunday said January’s military 
■mission of the U.S. peace shuttle 
shows that the United States int- 
ends to continue” preparations for 
star wars” despite the upcoming 
U.S.-Soviet talks in Geneva. 

In a year-end review of int- 
ernational issues, Pravda said the 
public “expects a positive result 
from the meeting” and praised 
Soviet arms proposals as pro- 
viding a good foundation for rea- 
ching an arms control accord. 


NEW DELHI (R) — The "new 
blood" cabinet of victorious Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi designed 
to implement his pledges of dyn- 
amic development in a more uni- 
fied India, will be sworn in Mon- 
day. 

The Press Trust of India (PTI) 
news agency, reporting this, also 
said Mr. Gandhi's Congress (I) 
Party had now gained an ove- 
rwhelming 80 per cent majority in 
parliament following last week's 
elections. 

“This is indeed a new era,” the 
40-year-old prime minister told 
dancing, drum-beating supporters 
as the magnitude of his victory 
became clear, less than two. 
months after the assassination of 
his me ‘her and predecessor Indira 


which gave Mr. Gandhi's Con- 
gress (I) Party an overwhelming 
80 per cent of the seats in the new 
parliament. 

Mr. Gandhi, whose victory del- 
ighted businessmen and brought a 
boom on stock markets (See page 
7), was reported by Congress (I) 
officials to be planning big cha- 
nges in his cabinet, probably dro- 
pping some veterans in favour of 
fresh talent more attuned to rapid 
modernisation and clean and eff- 
icient administration. 

“Rajiv is a stickler for cle- 
anliness and results,” one senior 
partyman told Reuters. “I wou- 
ldn’t be surprised if many of his 
present team are dropped.” 


Hussein, 
Arafat 
hold talks 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein and Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PL O) Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat held talks at 
AI Nadwa Palace Sunday night 
but no details were available on 
the topics discussed. 

The meeting, which included a 
working dinner, was the third 
between the two leaders during 
the last 10 days. Mr. Arafat left 
Amman to South Yemen last Thu- 
rsday after holding two rounds of 
talks with the King on joint pol- 
itical moves to solve the Pal- 
estinian question. He returned to 
Amman early Sunday upon hea- 
ring the news of the assassination 
of PLO Executive Commirree 
member Fahd Al Qawasmeh. 

The Jordanian side at Sunday's 
meeting included His Royal Hig- 
hness Crown Prince Hassan. 
Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat. 

, Royal Court Chief Marwan Al 
Oasem. Court Minister Adnan 
Abu Odeh. Deputy Prime Min- 
ister and Interior Minister Sul- 
eiman Arar. Foreign Minister 
Taher Al Masri. Minister of Occ- 
upied Territories Affairs Shawkat 
Mahmoud. Major General Tareq 
Alaeddinc. director general of the 
General Intelligence Department, 
and Rajai Dajani. secretary gen- 
eral of the Royal Court. 

The Palestinian side at the talks 
was represented by Palestine Nat- 
ional Council Speaker Sheikh 
Abdul Hamid Al Saeh. PLO Exe- 
cutive Committee members Elia 
Khouri. Brigadier Abdul Razak 
Al Yahya and Ajawced Al Gho- 
usein. and Fateh Central Com- 
mittee members Khalil VVazir. 
SaJah KhaJaf. and Hani AI Has- 
san. 

Andreotti 
arrives 
Friday on 
2-day visit 

By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Italian Foreign Min-, 
ister Giulio Andieotti is due to* 
arrive here Friday on a two-day 
official visit to Jordan for talks 
with His Majesty King Hussein as 
pan of Italy’s current political 
contacts to move the Middle East 
peace process. 

A spokesman for the Italian 
embassy in Amman said Mr. And- 
reorrfs visit to Jordan “is in con- 
tinuation of the recent Italian dip- 
lomatic moves in the Middle East, 
in preparation for an Italian ini- 
tiative to be launched during 
Italy's forthcoming presidency of 
the European Community (EC)" 
to solve the problem in the region . 

The spokesman, who preferred . 
to remain anonymous, said the. 
ECs Venice Declaration of 1980 
which won the support of all Arab 
countries and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) “was 
launched during Italy's presidency 
of the EC. We hope our new ini- 
tiative will gain the support of all 
parties and bring peace to the 
area." 

Mr. Andreotti accompanied Ita- 
lian Prime Minister Bettino Craxi 
on an official visit to Tunis earlier 
this month, during which they met 
with PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat, 

Mr. Craxi was quoted in Tunis 
as saying the PLO has opted lor a 
peaceful Middle Easi solution and 
urged Palestinian leaders to form 
a common negotiating position 
with Jordan. 

Meanwhile. Italian Defence i 
Minister Giovanni Spado! ini, who 
opposed the Craxi- Arafat mec- 
■ ting in Tunis, left Tel Aviv Sundav. : 


But the anicle, written by analyst Gandhi. 

Yuri Zhukov, cautioned against Meanwhile at least four people 
“unwarranted illusions" about the wei J kl ec ^ more than *-0 
meeting Jan. 7-8 between Foreign ured »*■««** lienee acc- 
Minister Andrei A. Gromyko and ompanying lhe count of votes 

U.S. Secretary of State George P. ____ 

Shultz. ”” '' " 

Zhukov did not elaborate. But „ 
he seemed to suggest — as have FOR ALL FILIPINO 
other Soviet commentators — that AND FILIPINA 1 

the Geneva meeting is only a ten- 
tative first step towards arms con- Please call JVC 

trol and does not represent a bre- - u 

akthrough since Mr. Shultz and agent, Tel. No. 28240, 
Mr. Gromyko will only discuss m- *r am 

subjects for future talks. L— 
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U.S. to increase aid 
to drought-hit Sudan 


KHARTOUM (AP) — The United States will inc- 
rease its economic aid to Sudan in 1985 to help ease 
impact of drought in this country, U.S. Ambassador 
Hume Horan said on Saturday. 


In a statement to the Sudan 
News Agency SUNA. Mr. Horan 
'said Sudan will get a total of $250 
million in 19R5. an increase of $31 
railJion over 1984. 

He said $19 million of the inc- 
reased aid will be earmarked for 
combatting drought and des- 
ertification. 

SUNA said Mr. Horan made 
the statement following a meeting 
with President Jaafar Numeiri 
during which the two men dis- 
cussed the situation in Sudan in 
light of the drought that hit eas- 
tern and western pans of the cou- 
ntry. 

Mr. Horan said he briefed Mr. 
Numeiri in details on the U.S. aid 
programme to Sudan for 19R5 
which will include providing this 
African nation with 650,000 met- 
ric tons of grains in addition to 


other food supplies. 

The ambassador expressed 
hope that the U.S. aid “will play 
an effective role in fulfilling the 
needs of the population in the 
drought-stricken areas." 

Meanwhile Sudanese gov- 
ernment troops overran a rebel 
camp in southern Sudan on Fri- 
day. killing 83 rebels and wou- 
nding an undetermined number, a 
source at the General Command 
of the Sudanese People's Armed 
Forces said Sunday. 

The Sudan News Agency quo- 
ted the source as saying three gov- 
ernment troops were killed and 
five wounded during the attack on 
the camp in Bentiu area, around 
880 kilometres south of Kha- 
rtoum. 

On Friday. SUNA quoted an 


army spokesman as saying gov- 
ernment troops killed 600 rebels 
in “fierce fighting” on Dec. 25 in 
the Gonglei area, south of Bor. 
some 1.100 kilometres south of 
here. 

The General Command source 
said ten automatic rifles were cap- 
tured as well as a machine gun, 
two rocket launchers, two radio 
sets, explosives and ammunition. 

Bentiu is the mam site for Sud- 
anese oil exploration activities, 
and earlier this year several oil 
companies were forced to stop act- 
ivities after several rebel attacks 
on their camps. Operations have 
recently been resumed. 

Southern rebels fighting against 
Mr. Numeirf s government blame 
him for lack of developmental the 
south, decrease of their regional 
autonomy and the imp- 
lementation of Islamic Law in 
September 1983. 

The southerners are mainly 
Christians and animists in com- 
parison with the Muslim majority 
in the north. 


Israeli claims to Lebanon denounced 


BEIRUT (R) — A prominent 
Muslim clergyman has described 
calls by. ultra-nationalist Israelis 
for Jewish settlements in South 
Lebanon as "intimidation” to 
force Lebanon to compromise its 
sovereignty over occupied ter- 
ritory. 

Sheikh Mahmoud Farhat. 
director-general of the Higher Isl- 
amic Shfite Muslim Council, was 
quoted by Lebanon’s National 
News Agency as saying: "Israeli 


talk of settlements in the South is 
intimidation and outright bla- 
ckmail." 

The goal of such talk was “to 
push the Lebanese negotiator 
towards making concessions.” 
Sheikh Farhat said, referring to 
deadlocked Lebanese-Israeli 
negotiation? on ending Israel's 
occupation of southern Lebanon. 

The group" of 20 ultra- 
nationalist Israelis who want to 


build the settlements is led by Yuri 
Heller, who told an Israeli new- 
spaper this week that he regarded 
southern Lebanon " as pan of the 
Biblical land of Israel, divinely 
promised to the Jews." 

" Israel cannot protect its troops 
in southern Lebanon, so how can 
it protect any civilian presence 
there.” Sheikh Farhat said. More 
than 600 Israeli soldiers have been 
killed in Lebanon since Israel's 
invasion in June 1982. 



ARAFAT VISITS Q AW ASM EH RES- cuthre Committee, Fahd Qawasmeh, who was killed 
IDENCE : Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat Sunday by gunmen near his house in Amman Saturday 
visits the residence of the assassinated member of (Petra photo) 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Exe- 


Pope Shenouda to lead 
Coptic Christmas services 


CAIRO l AP) — The patriarch of 
Egypt's Coptic Orthodox Church, 
banished in a remote desert mon- 
astery since 1981, will lead Chr- 
istmas services on Jan. 6, a church 
official confirmed Sunday. 

Father Samuel. Pope Shenouda 
Ill's personal secretary, told the 
Associated Press by telephone 
that jhe Pope would be released in 
time to lead Christmas services at 
Cairo's Morcosia Church. He dec- 
lined to say when the Pope would 
leave the desert monastery. 

The Coptic Christmas is cel- 
ebrated on the evening of Jan. 6. 
This will be the Pope's first app- 
earance in Cairo since he retired 
to the monastery between Cairo 
and Alexandria following a dis- 
pute with the late President 
Anwar Sadat over the treatment 
of Egypt’s estimated six million 


Asiran: Resistance only solution in South Lebanon 

Special from Beirut upation to an area beyond the 45 on a sole pressuring paper, rep- agreement or conciliation. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Lebanese 
Defence Minister Adel Asiran 
has said that resistance attacks 
against the Israeli occupation tro- 
*ops in South Lebanon wili be ste- 
pped up dramatically if the Jewish 
states does not stage an immediate 
and unconditional withdrawal. 

Mr. Asiran in an interview 

.added that the only solution 
[fes in stepping up resistance aga- 
inst the Israeli occupation “bec- 
ause Israel does not understand 
any language other than force." 

"Had it not been for the esc- 
alation of resistance operations in 
South Lebanon over the past few 
months, the Israeli enemy would 
not have thought of withdrawal or 
even negotiations.” Mr. Asiran 
said. 

The Israeli greed in South Leb- 
anon is well known to all because 
Israel since its creation has been 
working on isolating it from Leb- 
anon and annexing it to the Jewish 
state. 

To achieve this end he added. 
Israel has invaded Lebanon. Mr. 
Asiran went on to say that, it is not 
correct that Israel wants "to pro- 
tect its settlements in the Galile. 
because it had expanded its occ- 


upation to an area beyond the 45 
square kilometres it deemed as 
necessary for its security."’ 

Resistance, he added, will ult- 
imately force Israel to withdraw 
unconditionally from the South in 
fear of sustaining more casualties 
and losses. “ Resistance also made 
Israel take into consideration a 
new element it has dropped from 
its accounts over the past years 
and particularly after the dep- 
arture of the Palestinians from 
Lebanon." 

He also expressed the hope that 
the Lebanese people understand 
the evil intentions of the Zionist 
entity and to leave aside their dis- 
putes and clashes which harm 
their interests. 

Asked about the outcome of 
lsraeli-Lebanese negotiations in 
Naqoura, Mr. Asiran said: “What 
Israel is currently doing is part of 
its policies and that the military 
negotiations currently underway 
in Naqoura are not but attempts to 
exercise pressures and blackmail. 

"Israel is procrastinating and 
trying to exploit time for achieving 
its goals and always avoids giving 
answers to questions put forward 
to it by the Labanese party. It also 
refrains from complying with the 
outcome of the talks, depending 


on a sole pressuring paper, rep- 
resented in an unexpected wit- 
hdrawal coupled with issuing ins- 
tructions to its agents to explode 
the situations, thus triggering "new 
tragedies and further bloodshed in 
the South and Kharroub region." 

Mr. Asiran added that the Leb- 
anese would not subjugate to bla- 
ckmailing and would foil the Isr- 
aeli plans to disunity the Lebanese 
people and to flare their internal 
disputes and consequently lead to 
further bloodshed. 

Israel, as has been established 
by the past experiences, is not wil- 
ling to protect the interests Of 
Lebanese people and has no con- 
cern over the interests of any cer- 
tain party in Lebanon. Its main 
concern lies within its interests. 

Asked about the functions and 
responsibilities of the Lebanese 
array during the present stage. Mr. 
Asiran said the Lebanese army 
deployment plan has been pos- 
tponed more than once. However, 
he added, it will be implemented 
soon whatever the obstacles were. 

Mr. Asiran added that he is fol- 
lowing up on the subject with sen- 
ior array officers to avoid any pos- 
sible setbacks, because Israel is 
waiting for such a setback to exp- 
loit it in obstructing any future 


agreement or conciliation. 

In this regard. Mr. Asiran called 
for unifying efforts to overcome 
the ordeal which Lebanon has 
been suffering from for ten years 
and to prove to the Israelis that the 
Lebanese army is able to saf- 
eguard the security of Lebanon. 

The deployment of the Leb- 
anese army along the coastal road 
has become vital in order to ena- 
ble the Lebanese array to prepare 
for redeployment in the South fol- 
lowing the Israeli withdrawal from 
that part, he said. 

"The Lebanese army has major 
tasks air this delicate stage. It has a 
major task towards liberating the 
occupied land from the Israeli inv- 
aders. in addition to maintaining 
security”. 

In answer to a question about 
the internal fighting and disputes. 
Mr. Asiran said the government is 
working seriously on putting an 
end to the deteriorating security 
situation in Lebanon" and is lay- 
ing down bases for security and 
stability over the Lebanese soil. 

"The closure of the illegal ports 
is a proof that the Lebanese gov- 
ernment is willing to have control 
over the security situatiorrin the 
country." he said. 

Asked about his evaluation of 


Coptic Christians. 

. The Christian weekly new- 
spaper Watany (my nation) said 
Sunday that extensive security 
measures would be taken to saf- 
eguard the Pope's safety while au-. 
ending the Christmas cel- 
ebrations. 

It said the services would be att- 
ended by invited guests only, and 
that there would be no privatecars 
allowed in the area without passes. 

It also said a number of Chr- 
istians chosen from each parish 
would be allowed to extend their 
congratulations to the Pope after 
Jan. 7 accompanied by their parish 
priests. 

Pope Shenouda is the 117th 
lfeader of the Coptic church since 
St. Mark. Mr. Sadat accused Pope 
Shenouda of fomenting Coptic- 
Muslim strife. 



Adel Asiran 

the government’s situation in this 
.period, following the occurrence 
of some disputes between the gov- 
ernment and some opposition lea- 
ders. he said the main concern of 
the government is to put an end to 
the irregular situation Lebanon 
has been suffering from thr- 
oughout the years of the ordeal. 
Therefore, is added, meetings are 
focussed on "finding means cap- 
able of taking Lebanon out of this 
ordeal. 

"If there is some differences 
between some government off- 
icials and opposition leaders, then 
it does not mean there is a dif- 
ference about basic issues.” Mr. 
Asiran said. 


Israel 
recruits 
Swedes for 
Lavi project 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Israel is 
actively recruiting Swedish aer- 
ospace technicians to work on its 
Lavi fighter project, a newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

The Stockholm daily Dagens 
Nyheter said state-owned Israel 
Aircraft Industries was trying to 
lure engineers from the Swedish 
aerospace firm Saab -Scania AB 
by offering huge tax-free salaries. 

It said a British consultancy firm 
had advertised positions on behalf 
of the Israeli company, offering 1 
Swedish engineers a net $52,000 
to $70,000 per year — up to four 
times their current pre-tax sal- 
aries. 

Israeli 
jailed for 
refusing 
military duty 

TEL AVIV (R) — The" Israeli 
army has sentenced a senior phy- 
sics professor to 1 4 days in jail for 
refusing military reserve duty in 
southern Lebanon, the Yedioth 
Abronoth newspaper said Sun- 
day. 

The report said Daniel Amit. 
46. chairman of the Physics Ins- 
titute of Hebrew University, was 
courtmanialled last week after he 
told his commanding officers he 
would defy a call-up order. Amit is 
a first sergeant in the army res- 
erves. 

“If more people were ready to 
be punished over the absurdity of 
serving in Lebanon and refused to 
participate in this absurdity, the 
decision-makers would get the 
message,” he wasquoted as telling 
a military judge. 

Amit. who is also deputy cha- 
irman of the Israeli Civil Liberties 
Union, was to begin serving a 
two-week term in a military sto- 
ckade Sunday, the newspaper 
said. 

About 1 00 Israelis have gone io 
jail rather than serve in Lebanon 
since the 1982 Israeli invasion. 


Year of strife leaves 
war-weary Lebanese 
still groping for peace 


By Alistair Lyon 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — For Lebanon. 19S4 
was a year of military upsets, shi- 
fting alliances and unremitting 
violence that left a war-weary 
people still groping for an end to 
foreign occupation and almost 10 
years of civil strife. 

The once buoyant economy 
sank further. Unemployment 
rose, prices soared, production 
stagnated and the Lebanese 
pound plummeted to record lows. 

Syria, replacing Washington as 
President Amin Gemayel" s main 
external supporter, nudged war- 
ring factions towards compromise. 

But some 2.000 people died vio- 
lently and at year-end discord in 
the Syrian-backed national unity 
cabinet barred progress on pro- 
grammes to restore peace and 
implement political reforms dem- 
anded by the opposition. 

Fighting that pitted the Pro- 
gressive Socialist Party (PSP) for- 
ces against the army and a Chr- 
istian militia threatened to spill 
over from the mountains above 
Beirut into the capital. 

Factional -battles in the Kha- 
rroub region intensified as plans to 
deploy the Lebanese army sou- 
thwards to Israel's front line on 
the Awali River were repeatedly 
postponed. 

Talks on ending the 30- 
month-old Israeli occupation 
bogged down over who would pol- 
ice the area after their withdrawal, 
as southerners and Israeli troops 
pursued a bloody cycle of res- 
istance and repression. 

Syria refused to guarantee that 
it would keep its 40.000 troops 
now in east and north Lebanon 
out of areas Israel might vacate, 
and prevent incursions by Pal- 
estinian commandos based behind 
Syrian lines. 

Yet the picture was bleaker a 
year ago. Then Mr. Gemayel was 
battling for his administration's 
survival against opposition mil- 
itias backed by Syria, which bit- 
terly opposed his alliance with 
Washington. 

The array rained shells on sou- 
thern suburbs of Beirut and. with 
U.S. warships adding their for- 
midable firepower, Qn Druze 
mountain villages. 

, Troops fuelled opposition res- 
entment by enforcing a nightly 
curfew in mainly Muslim west Bei- 
rut but not the 'east. 

Devastating bomb attacks on 
U.S. and French servicemen had 
forced a Western Multinational 
Force to concentrate on self- 
defence. its original peacekeeping 
mission compromised by local 
perceptions that it had become 
just another faction in the Leb- 
anese conflict. 

When opposition militiamen, 
mainly of the Shrite AtnaJ Mov- 
ement and the Druze-ied PSP. sei- 
zed control of west Beirut from 
the army in February, the United 
States, Britain and Italy hastily 
I withdrew their contingents, fol- 
lowed soon after by the French. 

The array split along religious 
lines, factional forces once again 
battled across the "green line” 


down Beirut’s shattered city cen- 
tre. and Shfite leader Nabih Bern" 
and PSP leader Walid Junbiatt 
demanded the president’s res- 
ignation. 

But Mr. Gemayel clung to 
power, bowing to Syrian pressure 
to scrap a U.S.-sponsored May 
1983 troop withdrawal accord 
with Israel and thereby winning 
the approval of Damascus. 

'Syria brought Lebanese war- 
lords together at an inconclusive 
reconciliation conference in Swi- 
tzerland in March and asked a tru- 
sted ally. Rashid Kararai, to bec- 
ome prime . minister and weld 
them into a national unity gov- 
ernment. 

It took the cabinet six weeks to 
get parliamentary approval for a 
programme designed to restore 
government authority and enact 
reforms to give the Muslim maj- 
ority more political power. 

Three weeks elapsed before the 
militias let the army regain a shaky 
control over Beirut in July, halting 
months of fighting and blind she- 
lling that killed or maimed hun- 
dreds of civilians. 

During the tense truce that fol- 
lowed. the airport and port reo- 
pened for the first time in five 
months, the government shut 
down an Israeli liaison office north 
of Beirut and U.S. Marines left a 
heavily fortified embassy com- 
pound in west Beirut. 

In September security lapses 
allowed a suicide truck bomber to 
devastate the U.S. embassy in its 
new and supposedly safer east 
■Beirut quarters, killing at least 12 
people. Credit for the attack was 
claimed by the Islamic Jihad (holy 
war) group. 

Ten days of cabinet conclaves 
the same month failed to produce 
progress on political reforms and 
Mr. Junblatt complained the cou- 
ntry’ s future was being "buried m 
committees." 

■ -But with the start of U.N.- 
.• hosted troop withdrawal talks 
with Israel in November, the focus 
shifted to ensuring a smooth array 
takeover of the south after an Isrr 
•aeli pullout. 

Despite deadlock with Isratl. a 
deeply divided cabinet and an 
economy on the brink of ruin, the 
government could count a few 
successes in 1984 — its own con- 
tinued existence being one. 

In the South, signs of 
Christian-Muslim solidarity aga- 
inst the Israeli occupation dim- 
inished fears that Israeli wit- 
hdrawal would touch off a sec- 
tarian bloodbath. 

In the north, rival militias left 
the streets of Tripoli under a 
Syrian-brokered deal that let the 
array take control of the city for 
the first time since 1975. 

The cabinet ordered an app- 
arently successful crackdown on 
illegal ports that had drained most 
state revenue for years. 

Mr. Gemayel and Mr. Bern 
both argued that success for plans 
to extend government authority to 
militia- held areas beyond Beirut 
would effectively and a decade of 
civil war. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* The first annual book exhibition org- 
anised by the Department of Library. 
Documentation and National Archives 
(DLDNAj, at Ruxsaifa Sport Club. 

“ An exhibition of scientific, literary and 
cultural books at the University of Jor- 
dan (until Jan. 1). 

* An an exhibition by Nawal Radi AI 
Abdulla at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(until Jan. 16). 

■ An an exhibition entitled M A Portrait 
of 19th Century Jordan" at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (until Jan. 3). 


' An exhibition of paintings by Egyptian 
artist Ahmad Shiha at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre (Jan. 1-4). 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .. teL 66U)26n 

American Centre .. 44371 

American Centre Libraiy 41520 

British Council ........... 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre........... 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre ... 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

Y.W.C -A. - 41793 

Y.W.MJL 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 361 1 1 

University of Jordan Libraiy 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore Museum; Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan Archncafaglcel Mtoctnm Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan, Jabal AJ QaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours; 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.ra. 
(Fridays and official holidays 1 0.00 a^n. 
>4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 


collection of paintings by 19ih Century 
orientalist anises. Muntazah. Jabal 
Luwcibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 
130 p.m. and 330 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs' Memorial ( Military Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing Grom the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
un.-4 pjn. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Popular Lite of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9-00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
dosed Tusdays. TeL 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
firs and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1 30 p.m. 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7.30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1;30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meeting? every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Church of the Ammaciarion (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

Be la Satte Church (Roman Catholic) 

Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Church of the A tmn art at ion (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 2354]. 

Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

■ Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

St Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox] 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman Intenmdonal Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisaai, 816534. 

PRAYER TIMES 


05:10 

06:38 

11:38 ............ 

1422 

1*40 

18*7 


.... Fajr 

........... \ Sunrise) Doha 

......................... Dhuhr 

— 'Asr 

— Maghreb 

............... 'blur 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information Is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport teL 1 08 ) 53250. 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

09:30 At] aba (RJ)' 

09:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

09:45 Cairo (RJ) 

09-35 — Muscat, Bahrain (RJ) 

09:55 D hah ran (RJ) 

10:00 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

19:10 Lanjaca, Damascus (RJJ 

10:28 Beirut (RJ) 

14:40 Kuwait (KU) 

15:00 Cairo (MS) 

15:19 Jeddah. Medina (Sv) 

16:35 BaJgrade, Istanbul (JU) 

18:39 — Bangkok (RJ) 

HL-30 Cairo (RJ) 

18:4B Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

2i20 Cairo (MS) 

22:30 Baghdad (RJ) 

00:45 Cairo (RJ) 

01:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

Cairo (RJ) 

®*88 - Beirut (RJ) 

07:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

88:45 Beirut (MEA) 

11:00 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

11:30 - Vienna, Chicago (RJ) 

14:30 Cairo (RJ) 

1 4:4 8 - Kuwait (KU) 

!*•*• Jeddah. Medina (SV) 

17:25 Istanbul. Belgrade (JU) 

!*30 Kuwait (RJ) 

,9s 30 ...... Damascus. Larnacn (RJ) 

1 * 40 Dbahran (RJ) 

l** Doha. Muscat (RJ) 

20:00 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi f RJ) 

“if Jeddah (RJ) 

Z* 545 Cairo (RJ) 

21:10 Baghdad |RJ) 

23120 •; Cairo (MS) 

23:30 ...... Lisbon, Rio de Janeiro (1A) 

MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 

pen: 

— Musa Pi jade 

— AI Farabi 

— Desplna-G-K 

— MieczyslBw Kalinowski 

-A* 

— AI Zahraa 


— Petra 

— Mikhail Mushfik 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seO/buy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 64.1/ 64.4 

Dutch guilder 1 13.7/ 1143 

Egyptian guinea 302.3 307.1 

French franc „. 42.1/ 423 

Iraqi dinar 335 1 342 

Italian lire (for 100) 20.9/ 21.1 

Japanese yen (for 100) 161.1/ 162 

Kuwaiti dinar ....... 1326.6/ 1330.5 

Lebanese lira :. 45.9/ 46.7 

Omani riyal 1156.6/ 11633 

Qatari riyal 110.1/ 111 

Saudi riyal 112/ 113 

Swedish crown 45/ 453 

Swiss franc -156.1/ 157 

Syrian lira 40/ 40.9 

UAE dirham 1093/ 1 10-5 

U.K. sterling pound 470.1/ 472.9 

VS. dollar 4033/ 4053 

W. German mark 128.6/ 129.4 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

There will be frost formation in the early 
morning. The weather will be fair in the 
afternoon, with southeasterly moderate 
winds. In Aqaba, winds wiD be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Low/high temperature in deg.C. 

Amman ., 3/16 

Aqaba 8/22 

Deserts i/is 

Jordan Valley 5/21 

'Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 14, Aqaba 21. Humidity rea- 
ding*: Amman 47 per cent, Aqaba 34. 
per cent. .Li 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Firstaid. fire, police 199 

Blood bank 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue ’ 192. 21111. 37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police - 56390-1 

Electric Power Co 36381-2. 

Municipal water service 771125-8 

Queen Alia Int. Airport .. (08) 53335 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Aran .. 44281-4 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Mallias. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein 667156 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdali 665292 

Al-AhlL Abdali .......... 664164 

Italian, Ai-Muhajreen 777101-3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111 

Army. Marka 91611 

• NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. A. Rahim Ajaj 28306 


Dr. A. Hadi Tayyem 

Mreish pharmacy ,. 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

20115 

23762 

TAXIS: 

Taxina taxi 


Jerusalem taxi ... .. 

39655 


K haled taxi ... 

23715 

Kurdi taxi 

841309 

Waddah taxi 

812454 

IRBID 

Dr. Mohammad A) Shara' 

73680 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir AJ-Lawzi ..... 


Ra'ad pharmacy 

(— ) 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourism"™ 

Hotel complaints ......... 

Price complaints ..... 
Telephone: 

Information 

Jordan and MiddlTEaWc^" 

Overseas calls 

Cable or telegram 

Repair service —.*.. 11 “ 


market prices 


Upperlbwer price 

Apple (double red) 

Apple (golden) 

Apple (JtarfcenJ 

Banana — .................. 

Banana (Mukammar) 

Beans j 

BrouLhqus 

Cattrage 

Chestnut"-.—.... 

CartbfiiLi,..; 1M .. 

CanfifloWer 

Cpctupbcr (large) 

.Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant (large) — . 

Eggplant (small) ............. 

" 


in fils per kg. 

230/ ISO 

...... 230/180 

— 230/180 

280 / 240 

240 / 210 

..-..360/300 

680/600 

. — 130/100 
. — 650 / 600 

130/ 100 

240 / 200 ■ 

220/180 

...... 460 / 400 

160/130 

...» 160/130 

180/130 

■■—150/100 
—..110/ 90 


Lettuce (per one) L 

Mallow 

Mandarin 

Marrow flaige)"~“"”“ 

Marrow (smaB) 

Onion (dry) . *1 111 

Onion (green) T 

Okra , 

Oranges (Abu Stnnijll 
Oranges (ShanunontO 

Pan'ey 

Bears (American) 

Pepper (sweet) .... 

Pepper (hot green) 

Potatoes (local) 

Radishes 

Spinach 

Tomatoes .. , 11 

Turnip 


... 130^100 
- 300*2® 
... 1 TDJ.4& 
-200//49 

Zl40'®W 
... 220/380 

... 180/150 
430*4# 
„ 540/480 
-.330/280 

30(j 

-.24ff?.M0 
_ 140/100 


I 


j 



* v 

K '%, 



S5 

^vir u , " 

'■■•J Sf,;- 

m 

- Mr r N 

■.'"7' «2K 

• -‘ ; v! > n 




V 

■■■■■ ; 

;■ 

‘ ' " - ‘"*V. »‘C 

•• i.!:.d J** 

-• fit ^ 

• r ar «ii- 
.1 • : .. 

d ' , ’' : "o 1 , 

•• 


■ A, -' s 6u;j, 
.'ii'j'v. 




’■•'vU: 


-CJl 

‘Mk 
1 =fe, 




Home 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY DECEMBER 31, 1984 3 





• i ^ 


:;i' 's 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ministry re-assesses postal certificate 

AMMAN (.Petra) — The Ministry of Education has attreed to 
equate the postal and financial studies certificate with a BA 
university degree for appoiniment purposes. Ministry of Com- 
munications Under-Secretary Mansour Ibn Tarif said that this 
step is a big achievement in the postal sector and is in line with 
government efforts to develop administrative staff. Larne num- 
bers of employees will benefit from this equivalence and the move 
is a good motive for postal staff to develop their work and to 
double their efforts to serve the postal service in Jordan. Mr. Ibn 
Tarif added. 

Ajlouni tours A1 Bashir Hospital 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Kamel Al Ajlouni Sunday 
inspected the maternity, chest surgery and orthopedics sections at 
Al Bashir Hospital. Dr. Ajlouni was briefed by the doctors in 
charge of these sections on the services they render to patients and 
the minister expressed his satisfaction at the progress of work in 
the hospital. Dr. Ajlouni was accompanied on the visit by a 
number of officials from the ministry. 

Nabulsi discusses Balqa roads, loans 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 260 square metres of roads have 
been asphalted in Balqa Governorate at a iota! cost of JD 
527.000. Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Env- 
ironment Hamdullah Al Nabulsi has said. Speaking about the 
loans granted by the Cities and Villa nge Development Bank to 
municipalities and village councils in Balqa Governoraie. Mr. 
Nabulsi said that they amounted JD 2.774.569. He added that the 
total budget of Balqa municipaiiies isJD 3.5 1 2.2 IS and the total 
budget for village councils is JD 460.222. 

New transit regulations introduced 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Customs. Department has introduced 
new regulations organising the movement of transit goods across 
the border points in Jordan. Under the new regulations no clc- 
arning company, office or customs broker can handle transit work 
unless they present a bank guarantee of minimum JD 120.000 tor 
each clearing centre. 

Vehicles in Zarqa to be checked 

AMMAN (Petra) — Joint committees grouping representatives 
from the Licencing and Traffic Departments will embark on ins- 
pection campaigns to examine vehicles in Zarqa district. Public 
Security Department sources said Sunday. The two-week long 
campaign will cover all passenger cars, medium size vehicles and 
coasters, the sources added. 

Yarmouk plans information course 

IRBID (Petra) — Yarmouk University, in cooperation with She- 
ffield University of England, is in the processof introducing a post 
graduate studies course on information and libraries. Yarmouk 
University President Adnan Badran had discussions on the sub- 
ject with the vice president of Sheffield University during his visit 
to the university site in Irbid. 


Universities review cooperation ' • ■ 

AMMAN (Petra) — University of Jordan acting president.' Dr. 
Mahmoud AJ Samra, Sunday met with the assistant director of the 
Arab studies centre at Georgetown university. Mr. Michael 
Baker. The meeting discussed - strengthening ties between the 
university and the centre in the field of exchanging guest pro- 
fessors and experience in Arab’studies as well as in scientific 
research. 



Conference participants suggest improved teaching methods 

Islamic scholars discuss 
social, cultural aspects 

of preaching, guidance 


Minister of Communication Mohammad Addoub Ai 
Zaben (second left t Sunday signs an agreement with 
a local company tn construct buildings in various 


parts of the country to house the ministry’s swi- 
tchboards and networks i Petra photo l 


Local company 
signs contract 
to construct 
communication 
buildings 

AMMAN t Petra) — The Ministry 
ol Communications Sunday sig- 
ned a JD I .HUM hin contract with 
a local construction company 
undcrwhich the company w ill con- J 
struct 31 buildings, with a total 
area ol 4.S5W square metres, in 
various towns and villages in 
Karak Governorate. Tafileh dis- 
trict and the South Jordan Valiev. 

The new buildings will be used 
to accommodate suh- 
swiichboords and microw av e equ- 
ipment, which is a part of the fou- 
rth Japanese loan to Jordan. The 
total value of this loan is JD 19 
million. The Jordanian gov- 
ernment is providing an additional 
JD 7 million to cover the costs ol 
the local part of the project. 

The fourth Japanese loan pro- 
ject includes the installation of an 
integrated telephone network in 
Karak Governorate and exp- 
anding and installing new tel- 
ephone networks in Amman Gov- 
emorate. • 

The agreement .was signed by 
Minister of Communications 
Mohammad Addoub Al Zabcn 
and by the company's director 
general and executive director. 

Dr. Zabcn expressed his sat- 
isfaction that the contract was off- 
ered to a local company for imp- 
lementation and said that he 
hoped the buildings would be 
completed within the 14 monrhs 
period of the agreement. 


WAJ to replace meters, 
unify water tariffs 


By Sa'ad G. H attar 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Water Aut- 
hority nl Jurdan (WAJ) is pla- 
nning to replace the traditional 
water tariff metering equipment 
with a new volumetric type ot 
meter in order to unify the tec col- 
lection rales trom subscribers in 
the Kingdom, a WAJ official >atd 
Sunday. 

The official said that, at present, 
there are two kinds ot metering 
equipment u*ed in houses. There 
is the old ' German" type, used on a 
large scale in Jordan, which is less 
aflectcd by dirt and sand remains 
and also less accurate in reg- 
istering the quantity of consumed 
water, especially if the flow ave- 
rage is less than 1 5 litres per hour. 
The other type is volumetric met- 
ering equipment which is known 
as the ‘blue box’. This system is 
very sensitive to dirt and sand 
remains and more accurate in reg- 
istering the volume of flowing 
water, especially for a How ave- 
rage of more than four litres per 
hour. 

President of the metering equ- 
ipment section at the WAJ. Mr. 
Mohammad Raya!, earlier said 
that the difference in. scales tor 
consumed water between the two 
types are due to the operating 
method, the traditional type has a 
propeller method to measure the 
water consumption, which reg- 
isters less than the volumetriesys- 
tem w hich is very accurate. 

Mr. Rayal refuted claims that 
volumetric metering equipment 
measures air volume with the 
water consumption, saying thai 


water pipes are filled lor 24 hours 
and thai there is no chance for air 
to enter the pipes. Mr. Rayal att- 
ributed some high water hills to 
several causes; Iractures in the 
metering equipment, leaks in pipe 
joints, miss-reading of the meter 
by i he collector, miss-calculating 
w hen the metering equipment is in 
mal-lunctioning. Jitd also because 
ol actual consumption ol water 
disputed quantity or because the 
consumption was accumulating 
tor several years. 

Mr. Ruval declared that oS.OOQ 
volumetric equipment meters are 
currently m use in Amman after 
recommendations trom experts 
from the International Dev- 
elopment Bank. The metering 
equipment in Jordan meets with 
international specifications, he 
added. Mr. Rayal also said that the 
volumetric type of meter was app- 
roved after operation on an exp- 
erimental basis and that this par- 
ticular type is currently used for 
measuring gas volumes in Europe 
because of its accuracy and eff- 
iciency. 

Dismissing claims of computer 
errors in issuing water bills. Mr. 
Rayal said that fees are collected 
in four phases through. *he year, 
once every three months,’ and that- 
money, can be paid to )VAJ col- 
lectors or to the Housing Bank." 
““ However. I have never heard of 
computer errors in this field he 
said, “nevertheless, mistakes do 
sometimes happen due to col- 
lectors miscalculations. sucK as 
taking fees for two phases tog- 
ether then simultaneously adding 
the last amount to the next bill, but 
this rarely happens." he added. 


Truck owners express pessimism over land transport situation 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The current world 
economic recession is affecting 
Jordan among other states in the 
Middle East region, but probably 
land transport is one of the sectors 
taking most of the brunt. At pre- 
sent hundreds of lorries, trailers 
and refrigerated trucks are at a 
standstill in Jordan and their dri- 
vers are idle and worried about 
their future. 

A survey and interviews, con- 
ducted by the Arabic daily Al 
Ra’t, with a number of truck own- 
ers and drivers revealed more det- 
ails about this grim situation. Acc- 
ording to the survey, the number 
of registered vehicles stood at 
8.341 at the end of 1983 and their 
owners, who used to make good 
profits from them in the 1970s. 
now consider them as a burden 
because of the accumulating debts 
on loans they obtained to buy the 
vehicles. 

Secession could not be the only 
reason for the current situation 
though it may be the main one. 
Over the past 10 years, the land 
transport sector in Jordan was 
• immensely developed and hun- 


dreds of trucks were to be seen on 
.main roads, busily transporting all 
kinds of goods or passing in transit 
from and to Aqaba into other nei- 
ghbouring countries. 

Too many trucks 

The land transport boom which 
reached its peak between 1979 
and 1982 caused Jordan to play a 
leading role in forwarding goods 
and prompted many people to 
purchase trucks to enter this luc- 
rative business. Therefore, the 
large number of trucks has con- 
tributed to the bad business that 
the truck-owners are suffering 
from. 

In 1979 the total volume of 
imported goods through Aqaba 
amounted to 2.1 million tonnes. In 
1982 goods carried in transit 
amounted to three million tonnes 
and in 19S3. the registered figures 
of imported goods via Aqaba 
amounted to 3.6 million tonnes 
while the volume of goods in tra- 
nsit stood at -4.1 million tonnes. 
This means that all kinds of trucks 
have had a share in the business 
and all realised handsome profits. 

Vehicle costs 

In addition to individuals see- 


king to own trucks, public and pri- 
vate transport companies entered 
the race, with some of them eve- 
ntually owning as many as 400 
vehicles. As the demand for the 
trucks grew, their prices also soa- 
red to unprecedented levels. A 
refrigerated truck which used to 
cost JD 28.000 was sold for JD 
50,000 and a trail *r which used to 
cost JD 22,000 had to be bought 
for JD 40.000. 

Also there appeared a new gen- 
eration of merchants who started 
importing used trucks from West 
Germany to sell ihem to drivers 
and to other citizens willing to pay 
exorbitant prices. As the boom 
continued, the new' investors and 
drivers were anxious to gel bank 
loans to help them pay for the new 
vehicles. Some of the truck drivers 
risked signing monthly bills of JD 
1.500 because rhey were sure it 
would be easy enough to pay back 
due to the promising market at 
that time and the good business 
that earned fortunes tor many 
others. According to the survey, 
monthly bank bills of JD 500 are 
increasingly hard to pay and many 
drivers and truck owners fail to 
pay in time. 

Also according to the survey the 



Trucks, tankers, trailers and refrigerated lorries wait in line at 

"A 


iEprUj.T. file photo) 


volume of goods going in and out 
of Jordan in transit to other cou- 
ntries and that of goods being 
. exported or imported via Aqaba 
’ have considerably dropped. This 
'decline caused a decrease in the 
demand for truck services which in 
turn meant a drop in income and 
consequently a failure to pay back 
the loans and to meet other fin- 
ancial commitments on the part of 
the owners. 

Idle trucks 

Since the beginning of 1984 
there has been a, noticeable idl- 
eness of trucks which prompted 
some owners to convert their veh- 
icles into tankers to carry fuel oil. 
This conversion process costs JD 
2.000. but many owners think that 
it is still better than leaving the 
trucks idle all the time and leaving 
the drivers unable to pay back 
their loans. 

Refrigerated trucks, however, 
remain relatively active because 
they are still needed in suipmer to 
transport fruits and vegetables 
from Turkey to Arab Gulf states, 
and from ihe Jordan Valley in win- 
ter to the same destinations. 

The trucks owned by the public 
sector, in which the government 
has 50 per cent capital, continue to 
operate because priority in tra- 
nsporting goods is given to them. 
These trucks are mostly operated 
by the Ministry of Supply to tra- 
nsport fond supplies and other 
materials from Aqaba to the war- 
ehouses in Amman, and others are 
being employed to carry goods 
from Jordan to other Arab states 
in implementation of previously 1 
concluded agreements between 
"governments. 

The main public transport com- 
panies that operate shipments by 
land are the Syrian-Jordanian 
Overland Transport Corporation 
and the Iraqi-Jordanian Land 
Transport Company which made 
nearly 70.000 trips within Jordan 
and 96.000 between Jordan and 
neighbouring states in 1983 car- 
rying between them 3-1 million 
tonnes of goods in various dir- 
ections. 

The newspaper conducted int-.“ 
erviews with drivers and owners of 
trucks in Amman and Aqaba and 
toured areas where the trucks are 


parked in the two cities. One of 
the drivers, in Aqaba. Mohammad 
Salim Mohammad, said that he 
has been driving trucks for the 
past 12 years but this year, had 
been the worst ever. The volume 
of work at the port has dropped 
considerably compared with pre- 
vious years because there has been 
a great increase in the number of 
trucks waiting in the line to be loa- 
ded. he said. 

Another driver, Mohmoud 
Nabulsi, said that he used to cha- 
rge JD 700 to JD 800 for tra- 
nsporting a full load of 40 to 50 
tonnes of goods from Aqaba to 
Baghdad, but now the rate has 
dropped to J D 500. He added that 
it also takes a long time for a driver 
in line to have his turn due to the 
great number of trucks waiting to 
be loaded in Aqaba. 

Mahmoud Abdul Ra'ouf Ham- 
dan said that the traffic dep- 
artment has fixed the ceiling of the 
volume of load for each truck in a 
bid to reduce the axial weight on 
roads. But,ithe less the load of' 
truck, the less the charge will be 
and therefore less profit, esp- 
ecially in transporting goods over 
long distances. In fact, he added, 
some drivers feel that they make 
no money at all due to the new 
arrangements and they incur 
many other expenses while wai- 
ting for their loads in different cit- 
ies. 

Thirty three-year old Yusuf. 
Owe id said that a truck has many 
expenses and its owner has to pay 
tax, fees for registration, annual 
licence fees, and other fees. A dri- 
ver is also liable to pay fines and 
extra fees at border posts and has 
to buy spare ' parts and rep- 
lacements for the vehicle from 
time to lime, Mr. Oweid said. 

Also, the presence of a large 
number of trucks owned by the 
public sector and by citizens from 
neighbouring states makes it dif- 
ficult for the local drivers to get 
sufficient trips and consignments 
to yield good profits that would 
enable them to meet their com- 
mitments, he said. In addition, the 
public sector trucks are allowed up 
to 60 tonnes in one load while 
those of the private sector are only 
allowed 30 tonnes each, Mr. 
Oweid said. 


By Olga Mikhael 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The first annual conference on Islamic 
preaching and guidance resumed its meetings Sun- 
day and discussed various problems facing pre- 
achers in Jordan. Participants also reviewed rec- 
ommendations for the purpose of rectifying and reo- 
rganising the religious exhortation and Islamic gui- 
dance in Jordan. 


His Majesty King Hussein Sat- 
urday opened the conlcrencc and 
delivered a speech calling on pre- 
achers in Jordan to develop their 
preaching methods in accordance 
with the new requirements of soc- 
iety. 

in his inaugural speech. King 
Hussein said that preaching and 
guidance is a duty tor all Muslims 
since it constitutes a major sector 
of our true religion and one of the 
requirements ot its continuity. 
"Since God's will demanded the 
'existence of diversity among peo- 
ple in knowledge, mental cap- 
abilities and temperaments, it is 
natural to have amongst us people 
who are either more or less kno- 
wledgeable about religious mat- 
ters." King Hussein said. 

The King added that preaching 
and guidance is purely a hum- 
anitarian process performed by a 
Muslim in accordance with the 
pros isions and teachings ot Islam 
in order to benefit his Muslim bro- 
thers indifferent Muslim societies. 
“The message of Islam, in the light 
of ihe new. universal system pre- 
vailing in the worid. has its own 
requirements and needs which are 
based on collective organisation 
and qualified human resources." 
the King said. 

King Hussein, addressing over 
200 participants and Islamic sch- 
olars. said that we in Jordan, and 
in the lights of our requirements, 
could not get except a very little 
proponion of the merit rep- 
resented in contributing to pre- 
aching and guidance through our 
membership in different Islamic 
organisations. 

“Importance of dialogue* 

Stressing the importance of dia- 
logue in Islam. Lhc King explained 
that abandoning dialogue docs not 
only mean fanaticism and neg- 
ligence of reasoning, bui also 
means the absence of the most 
important characteristic of the Isl- 
amic community and one of the 
prominent Islamic values, that of 
forgiveness." Reasoning, dialogue 
and forgiveness are among the 
guarantees of modernisation, bal- 
ance or centrism which Allah has 
described the Islamic nation 
with." he added. 

The King also called on pre- 
achers to be aware of their mission 
and to help preserve the identity 
of their nation in isolation of dif- 
ferences and religious creeds and 
to leave aside fanaticism and acc- 
usation. 

The participants and scholars 
from different Arab and Islamic 
countries discussed during Sun- 
day's morning session, a paper 
entitled "Developing the Pre- 
aching and Guidance Methods 
and Programmes." prepared by 
Dr. Abdul Salam Abadi, und- 
ersecretary of the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. Dr. 
Mohammad Al Sanawi. assistant 


professor at the Sharia College 
University of Jordan. Dr. Hamam 
Abdul Rahim, assistant professor 
at the Sharia College University of 
Jordan and Dr. Ahmad Hiiaicl, 
director of the Department of 
Preaching and Guidance at the 
Ministry of Awqaf jnd Islamic 
Affairs. 

The paper discussed ihe imp- 
ortance of developing preaching 
meihods in Jordan according to 
the new requirements and needs 
of the society. The four scholars 
highlighted the necessity of imp- 
lementing the rules of Sharia and 
acting according to Islamic law 
and the utilisation of modem ach- 
ievements. especially in the fields 
ol communications where, the 
speakers sjid. technological dev- 
elopment could help the preachers 
in delivering the message of Islam 
in an influential and effective way. 

The paper also reviewed the 
urgent need to reach .and com- 
municate with every member of 
the society, since building up a 
strong society requires taking care 
of every member of society. 

Problems and solutions 

Part of the conference focuses 
on finding proper solutions to the 
problems facing the preaching and 
guidance methods in Jordan. The 
paper suggested many rec- 
ommendations such as increasing 
the religious programmes about 
Islam in radio, television and dif- 
ferent media, and suggested that 
the programmes to he presented 
should not only present Islam as 
part of history, but rather to tackle 
the problems facing Islam and the 
Islamic society nowadays. Imp- 
roving teaching methods in var- 
ious fields to serve in building up 
the “right man and the proper soc- 
iety' were also suggested. It was 
also recommended that the mos- 
ques should play a major role in 


building up the society, being as 
they are religious, cultural and 
social centres at the same time. 

The recommendations sug- 
gested the establishment of a Kor- 
anic house, libraries in mosques 
and forming special committees to 
supervise the social and cultural 
activities in mosques. They also 
discussed the possibility of est- 
ablishing special clinics for people 
living in the housing that belongs 
in the mosques in cooperation 
with the Ministry ot Health, the 
Jordan Medical Association and 
the private sector. 

Earlier Saturday and during the 
evening session. Dr. Ahmad Hil- 
aiel presented his paper entitled 
‘‘the Islamic Preaching and Gui- 
dance Movement." He pointed 
out the factors that ailed pre- 
aching in Jordan and classified the 
main leaiuiesof the preaching and 
guidance movement in Jordan. 

"The preacher should have a 
strong personality, have a ginid 
knowledge of Arabic language, be 
a good symbol for people to to!- 
low. hav e sell confidence and true 
beliel in w hat he is preaching and 
most important he should act 
moderately and away from tan- 
aticism and racialism." lie said. 

Moral incentives 

Dr. Hiiaicl continued that the 
absence of the material and moral 
incentives ol feted by the Ministry 
of Awqut and Islamic Affairs is a 
main reason that leads to the pre- 
achers' frustration. 

"The Department ol Preaching 
and Guidance at the Ministry ot 
Awqaf is trying to increase the 
number of preachers, especially 
the qualified ones and this will 
only be reached by increasing the 
incentives offered" to these pre- 
achers and by improving the met- 
hods of teaching at different Sha- 
ria colleges at the universities in 
Jordan.” Dr. Hiiaicl said. 

Dr. Hilaiel also stressed the 
need to prepare new methods in 
fiqeli. sayings of the Prophet, 
commentary and Muslim faiths. 

During the afternoon session 
the participants also discussed two 
papers entitled "Social problems 
in the Jordanian community - pri- 
orities. the need to tackle them", 
and “the Cultural and Edu- 
cational Build up of the Preachers 
and ihe Imams of Jordanian Soc- 
iety." 


Arar, Hindawi discuss 
services, projects for 
Amman Governorate 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Suleiman Ar3r Saturday 
toured Amman Governorate and 
held a meeting with Amman Gov- 
ernor Turki H induvvi during which 
they discussed several issues. 

At the meeting Mr. Arar pro- 
mised to fulfill the requests and 
needs of Amman residents within 
the available capabilities of the 
government. He also said that he 
would try to deal with their req- 
uests as soon as possible. 

Mr. Hindawi emphasised the 
readiness of the government and 
the governorate authorities to 


provide the citizchs with water, 
electricity, cables and -asphalted 
roads with the cooperation of the 
concerned authorities. Mr. Hin- 
dawi made this announcement 
during an inspection tour of Sahab 
sub-district during which he was 
briefed on the serv ices provided to 
Sahab. Mr. Hindawi also heard 
requests for serv ices from nearby 
villaccs. 

Mr. Hindawi was accompanied 
on his tour by health, education, 
communication and municipality 
engineering section directors and 
representatives trom the Water 
Authority of Jordan and Jordan 
Electricity Authority. 


Palestinians, Arabs condemn 
assassination of PLO leader 


(Continued from page 1) 
allow his brother to be buried in 
Hebron. 

Mr. Oawasmch was interviewed 
by Israel Television as dozens of 
people were seen arriving at his 
home to pay a condolence call. His 
eyes swollen and bloodshot from 
tears. Mr. Oawasmeh called his 
brother "a sacrifice to the Pal- 
estinian people." 

Businesses and stores in Heb- 
ron, Mr. Oavvasmeh's hometown, 
were closed Sunday to protest aga- 
inst the PLO official's ass- 
assination. 

Elders and leaders of Pal- 
estinian refugees living in Jordan 
expressed shock and grief at the. 
death of Mr. Qawasmeh and said 
"this dastardly act has achieved 
what the Zionists have so far been 
unable to achieve.” 

Egypt expressed “ deep sorrow" 
for the assassination of Mr. Oaw- 
asmeh. and condemned "this tre- 
acherous terrorist act." 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
referred to Mr. Oawasmeh as 
"one of the leaders of the Pal- 
estinian battle who stood bravely 
against all attempts to break the 
free Palestinian voice. 

“Egypt condemns this tre- 


acherous terrorist act and is sure 
the Palestinian people will con-* 
linue strongly their struggle lor 
independence of the Palestinian 
decision." the statement said. 

Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Meguid also sent a condolence 
message to Chairman Arafat and 
to Mr. Qawasmeh - s family. 

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Butrous Ghali described 
the murder of Mr. Oawasmeh as a 
"crime committed against a man 
with an excellent record of nat- 
ionalism, courage and sacrifice for 
his homeland and the national 
rights of the Palestinians." 

South Yemeni President Ali 
Nasser Mohammad said the ass- 
assination of Mr. Oawasmeh "is a 
criminal act which does not serve 
anybody other than the Zionist 
enemy and the, world’s imp- 
erialists." 

Mr. Nasser Mohammad told 
reporters after visiting the PLO 
office in Aden to convey his con- 
dolences to Mr. Arafat who was in 
the South Yemeni capital Sat- 
urday night: "I am confident that 
this crime will not affect the Pal- 
estinian struggle and march, and 
Lhc unity and cohesion of the Pal- 
estinian liberation movement in 


achieving the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people." 

Kuwaiti heir-apparent and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sa'ad 
Abdullah AI Sabah expressed his 
deep regret over the assassination 
of Mr. Oawasmeh and sent a cable 
of condolences to Mr. Arafat. 

In his cable. Sheikh Sa'ad paid 
tribute to Mr. Oawasmeh's "cou- 
rageous stand in the face of the 
Israeli enemy and his untiring 
work to serve the Palestinian 
cause, and his dedicated work 
towards unifying Palestinian and 
Arab efforts." 

The Kuwaiti foreign and inf- 
ormation ministers also sent sim- 
ilar cables to Mr, Arafat, exp- 
ressing their regret and grief at the 
assassination of Mr. Oawasmeh 
and denouncing "this ghastly 
crime." 

Kuwaiti newspapers denounced 
the killing of Mr. Oawqsmeh and 
described it as a “crime serving the 
goals of the Israeli enemy." 

The Qatari media condemned 
the assassination and described it 
as an "evil terrorist act." 

In the United Arab Emirates, 
the media denounced the killing 
and said it was"alink in a series of 
efforts aimed at shattering the 
Palestinian unity." 
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Strength not in terror 

PALESTINE Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat strongly indicated, upon arrival in Amman at dawn Sunday, that 
pro-Syrian Palestinian elements might be behind the assassination of 
PLO Executive Committee member Fahd At Qawasmeh. 

Given the hostility and threats that Syria has been demonstrating 
towards Mr. Arafat and his supporters for the last year and a half, the 
PLO leader's suspicions can only be too well understood. But one 
should not exclude the possibility that the real agents of Zionism bave 
decided to physically eleminate this Palestinian leader after the Israeli 
failure to silence his voice which rose high in defence of his people's 
rights. 

Yet. If Mr. Qawasmeh wa * killed by Zionist agents, and even 
though we strongly believe that gunning down an unarmed man is a 
pure act of cowardice, it would not be the first act of its kind on their 
part; Israeli terror squads have been using all methods to liquidate the 
Palestinian cause. Even the Israeli army itself went up all the way to 
Beirut to help in this unholy crusade. 

But if Mr. Arafat's doubts proved to be right, and unfortunately 
there is a good chance that they are, Mr. Qawasmeh's death would 
have signalled a dangerous turning point in the course of inter- 
Palestinian differences and the Palestinian -Syrian conflict. For if the 
anti-Arafat camp has really decided to achieve its goals through 
waging a war of assassinations against the PLO leadership, the only 
anticipated results of such acts would only lead to the death of the 
democratic dialogue among the Palestinian groups and consequently 
the weakening of the PLO. if not its self-destruction. 

We are optimistic that matters would not reach such tragic ends 
because the PLO leadership has always demonstrated an ability to 
practice a high amount of self-control and consequently would refuse 
to be.- dragged into a blood bath of assassinations that will have 
disastrous effects on the Palestinian cause. But some hard work has to 
be done there to support our optimism. 

At this sad point of the history of the Palestinian struggle, the truly 
independent Palestinian groups have to pursue the example set by 
Qawasmeh, who strongly believed in the strength of dialogue as a 
means of resolving political differences, and convert all the anger and 
frustration into will and strength to face the main enemy on the other 
side,gf the river. Those who understand only the language of force, 
bovver /should know that their actions will not pass unpunished, 
imdef'any circumstances. 

-Vj '■ 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Crime shall pay 

THOSE WHO carried out the despicable crime which took the life of 
Fahd Qawasmeh Saturday are mistaken if they think for one moment 
that they could obstruct the independent Palestinian will or contain it 
by terrorism. This will has proved its ability to bypass obstacles, 
disregarding threats when it held the Palestine National Council in its 
scheduled place and time. 

Those who imagine that the criminal weapon they carry can place a 
stick in the wheel.of the Jordanian-Palestinian march are mistaken. 
They are even more and more mistaken if they imagine that the 
culprits can escape a just punishment. 

Honest and noble people alone know the use of weapon which 
should not be directed at cowardly assassination, and only noble 
people do not resolve to crime to impose an opinion or a trend. 

The struggling Arab people see in the Qawasmeh assassination a 
poisoned arrow that they despise without fear and as these people 
condemn the culprits, they believe deep in their souls in the inv- 
ulnerability of Palestinian will and its capability of resuming its march 
despite all conspiracies. The cowardly hands thrust to harm Pal- 
estinian leaderships will be cut and everyone knows that Jordan 
means what it says. 

The Zionist plan to liquidate Palestinian leaderships is no secret to 
anyone anymore... And if a group of cowards have made themselves 
a tool to serve this plan some way or other, its destiny will not be 
better than that of any traitor of his nation. 

Al Diistour: A distinguished social role 

THE SPEECH with which His Majesty King Hussein inaugurated 
the First Annual Conference for Islamic preaching and guidance 
included a summary of the Muslim preacher's role in a modern 
society and an accurate description of how a preacher should perform 
his duties to reform society at a time of deterioration, and confusion 
of values. 

Perhaps the King’s concern manifested by him personally ina- 
ugurating this conference is a manifestation of the Jordanian govi 
erament's real interest in preaching and guidance mission and an 
acknowledgement of its important role in directing people and inf- 
luencing their concepts and behaviour. 

Tpie preaching mission is a highly-esteemed humanitarian work 
ami those who handle this mission are following the path of prophets 
and reformers. Therefore, whoever takes this mission should follow 
their steps and teachings to take communities from darkness to the 
light of love, forgiveness and good advice. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Honourable son of a brave 
people 

WITH AGONY’ and bitterness, but with high esteem, the 
Jordanian-Palestinian family mourns Fahd Qawasmeh as one of its 
best men and as a Palestinian fighter whose life stood for tireless 
effort in the service of the cause of Palestine and defence of the rights 
of its people. When Hebron chose him as its representative under 
Israeli occupation, the man reflected, by his deeds, the pulse of the 
city and its dignity. Hence was his uprooting from his land. There was 
a consensus to choose Qawasmeh to be their representative at their 
•highest body of the Palestinian leadership under occupation an ind- 
ication of the man's sincere affiliation and dedication to the pri- 
nciples of his nation and the cause of his people. 

The death of Qawasmeh at cowardly hands hired by conspirers on 
the Palestinian work and its leadership comes to close a cycle of 
conspiracy which started by the Israeli uprooting of people from their 
lands to evacuate the arena for those with evil Intentions meeting 
with Israel on the same goals. 

• Those who conspire today to liquidate the leadership of their 
people are aware of the bigger conspiracy aimed at liquidating their 
people, but the nation which offered thousands for sacrifice will not 
retreat at the death of one of its leaders. 

The assassination of innocent people is a curse upon all parties that 
stand behind it and it prompts us to stand in the face of conspiracy. 


War helps the Mullas tighten grip on Iranians 


By Tareq Masarweh 


AS THE 45-member Org- 
anisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) wound up its 
five days of talks in Sana'a, the 
Islamic world heard an Iranian 
statement to the effect that 
Tehran would not stop the 
Iran-Iraq war and would go on 
fighting until the Iraqi gov- 
ernment is overthrown. 

Iran's Foreign Minister Ali 
Vellayati issued the statement 
despite the conference's res- 
olutions and recommendations 
on the Gulf War, well-assured 
that the conference would end. 
as it had always done, with calls 
to both Iraq and Iran to stop 
the war and to respond fav- « 
ourably to mediation efforts by 
Islamic peace missions. The 
Iranian minister was also pos- 
itive of an Arab Nation's imp- 
assive attitude towards this 
conflict. 

The Iranian condition for 
ending the war — an overthrow 


of the “Iraqi regime" by force 
— can by no means be con- 
sidered a condition for peace, 
but rather an open declaration 
of a long war that cannot end 
until, in Tehran’s view, that- 
Iraqi people gave up their fre- 
edom and their right to self- 
determination. This is an imp- 
ossible condition as is the pro- 
spect of Iran ever storming 
Baghdad and overthrowing the 
Iraqi government. 

Tehran has always justified- 
its condition for a change of 
government in Baghdad in 
order to end the war — by cla- 
iming that the Iraqis started it. 
and. therefore, they have to 
pay the price. Such a jus- 
tification cannot win Tehran 
any victory, neither can the 
continuation of the conflict 
achieve that. Iraq has often 
declared its willingness to acc- 
ept a neutral enquiry com- 


mission to investigate the cause 
of the war. but we never heard 
Tehran accepting such a pro- . 
posed commission. 

It has become clear now that 
the Iranians have an obvious 
interest in the perpetuation of 
the Gulf war whether they win 
it or not, especially now that 
this war has become static, as 
Iraq had taken a defensive 
'stand and decided to confine its 
war operations to blockading 
Kharg Island. 

The Tehran regime has no 
interest in ending the war bec- 
ause it is this war and not the 
revolution which brought the 
Mullas to power. The con- 
linuarion of this war is ihe only 
means for the Mullas to retain 
power and it is the only means 
for crushing all other political 
forces insidp Iran. The war is 
the only means for the Persians 
to subdue the four ethnic nat- 


ions that together form the 
state of Iran. Understanding 
the relationship between Per- 
sia and the provincial peoples 
of Baluchistan, Azerbeizhan. 
Kurdistan and Arabist an. ant. 
understanding the different 
classes and power struggle wit- 
hin Iran which had been ins- 
trumental in the formation of 
the regime would make it easy 
for many observers to point out 
the reason for Iran’s present 
stand and its refusal to stop tttfe 
wax with Iraq after all these 
years of loss and destruction. 

Reviewing the names of 
those who are at the helm of 
power in Iran at present, one 
can see that they are of people 
who seized power through int- ' 
emal rivalry and struggle and 
had had no hand at all in the 
revolution against the Shah. 
Ever since the start of the war 
there has been a bloody seq- 


uence of liquidation of various 
opposition groups as well as 
former presidents, prime min- 
siters. ministers and army 
commanders, and the power 
struggle is still on and the opp- 
osition is still active inside Iran 
and abroad. Therefore, the war 
is not expected to end because 
the regime in Tehran might 
finally realise the futility of its 
military strength. 

Moreover, Iraq is not con- 
cerned at present with reo- 
ccupying Arabistan or seizing 
Iran’-s oil-rich region despite 
the fact that it is bener armed 
and far stronger in the bat- 
tlefield. Iran will, as expected, 
continue to mass troops every 
six months or so to launch a 
fresh offensive only to be rep- 
elled. It has been in the habit of 
doing that shortly before win- 
ter when the battleground is 
normally swampy and boggy 


and before summer when it is 
simmering hot The battlefront 
will therefore remain static all 
the year round. 

The war will drag on and on 
until the regime in Tehran has 

become convinced that it has 
finally liquidated all the int- 
ernal opposition, and has sub- 
jugated all the ethnic min- 
orities under its rule. Only then 
will Iran accept a suggestion for 
the demarcation of the int- 
ernational borders with Iraq as 
was the case in 1913 when it 
reached agreement with the 
Ottoman Empire on the pre- 
sent border lines, an agreement 
which ensured for the Shah in 
Tehran supreme control over 
domestic affairs and for the 
Persian nation almost total 
control over the destinies of the 
minorities and ethnic groups 
within the empire. 


Sino-Sovjet thaw comes ahead of Gromyko-Shultz talks 


By Jeremy Clift 
Reuter 

PEKING — The Soviet Union has 
moved to thaw its icy relations 
with China before the Geneva 
talks between U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko. 

A batch of trade and economic 
agreements just signed by Soviet 
First Deputy Premier Ivan Ark- 
hipov during the highest-ranking 
visit to China by a Kremlin leader 
in 15 years has underlined that the 
stand-off between the estranged 
Communist giants need not be 
permanent. 

Western and Asian diplomats 
said big political differences rem- 
ain between the former allies who 
became ideological foes in the 
1 960, with the antagonism spilling 
over into border fighting in 1969. 

But Mr. Arkhipov, who ended 
his nine-day visit Saturday, has 


done a lot to revive memories of 
the period of friendship in the 
1950s. when the Moscow and Pek- , 
ing envisaged marching hand in 
hand towards world socialism. 

The two sides have realised they 
still have a lot to offer each other, 
despite their growing differences 
in political perspective and Soviet 
carping about Chinese economic 
reforms. 

For Moscow, the accords with 
Peking have given it a diplomatic 
boost just before the Jan. 7-8 
Shultz- Gromyko meeting on arras' 
control and space weapons. 

They have underlined that 
China, even though it is looking 
more towards the West and par- 
ticularly the United States as a 
supplier of technology and pot- 
entially of weapons, is not aut- 
omatically opposed to the Soviet 
' Union. 

China needs Soviet technology 
and expens to help upgrade fac- 
tories built by the Russians in the 


1950s. It still has a large number 
of Russian speakers and tec- 
hnicians of its own who were tra- 
ined in the Soviet Union and are 
used to Soviet methods. 

In contrast, despite the opening 
to the West and the increasing 
number of students in the United 
States, it has a severe shortage of 
English and Japanese speakers. 
China is still learning how to adapt 
Western management methods to 
its own factories and is at home 
with Soviet-style planning. 

In the eyes of the Kremlin, by 
offering better relations to Peking 
the Soviet Union may hope to limt 
China's drift towards the West and 
remove it as a possible “card" to 
be played by Washington. 

Moscow has been worried by 
the direction of China's foreign 
policy. 

While Peking says it will never 
align itself with either of the sup- 
erpowers and has rejected a str- 


ategic relationship with Was- 
■hington, it is gradually developing 
closer military links with the Uni- 
ted States. 

There have been a succession of 
military visits by leaders of both 
countries, including a tour of U.S. 
military installations and arms fac- 
tories by Chinese Defence Min- 
ister Zhang Aiping in the summer. 

Communist Party chief Hu 
Yaobang has said U.S. warships 
will be allowed to make a cer- 
emonial call at a Chinese port nexL 
year for the first time since the 
Communist takeover in 1949. 
General John Vessey, head of the 
U.S. joint chiefs of staff is due to 
visit Peking, probably shortly after 
the Shultz-Gromyko meeting. 

Top leader Deng Xiaoping has 
stressed that China needs peace 
along all its borders to concentrate 
on its far-reaching industrial mod- 
ernisation programme. 

Mr. Deng" s objective is to qua- 
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Victory from sympathy, Hindu backlash, 
youthful image and divided opposition 


By Victoria Graham 

Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi's landslide victory 
resulted from a sympathy vote, a 
Hindu backlash, better financing, 
an image of youth and promise, 
and because of a fragmented, squ- 
abbling opposition. 

Mr. Gandhi. 40. a political ing- 
enue with less than four years' 
experience, led the governing 
Congress Party to an unp- 
recedented triumph that reduced 
the opposition to a shambles and 
established virtual one party rule 
in parliament. 

It was a powerful, emotional, 
□onintellectual campaign dom- 
inated by the dutiful dynastic son, 
rising above personal grief to 
complete his mother’s sacred, unf- 
inished tasks. 

Mr. GanBhi indirectly appealed 
to a “backlash" vote of Hindu, 
outraged by the assassination of 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi by 
Sikhs and the murders of Hindus 
by Sikh terrorists. 




He dwelled on the slaying of the 
"immortal mother”, said India 
was imperiled and only the Con- 
gress Party "stands between the 
country and chaos." 

Most political commentators 
said it was a sterile campaign wit- 
hout real issue or debate about 
problems like poverty. Mr. Gan- 
dhi broke no new ground, pro- 
mised no major changes but 
vowed to continue his mother’s 
policies. 

While the opposition decried 
the idea of dynasty in a dem- 
ocracy. Mr. Gandhi emphasised 
its necessity and a nation once 
ruled by maharajas and princes 
believed him. 

In keeping with his modern 
"Mr. Clean" image, he promised 
to weed out rampant corruption 
and establish honest, efficient 
government, setting a high sta- 
ndard for public life. Many found 
his idealism appealing, and his 
task daunting. 

Mr. Gandhi campaigned on a 
theme opponents called a red her- 


ring, that India's unity was jeo- 
pardised by internal and external 
forces, referring to Sikh sep- 
aratists and terrorists. 

He warned that the opposition, 
from "Marxists” to right-wing 
Hindus, was unpatriotic, even 
subversive. 

The voters believed him. 

His youth and relative ine- 
xperience were assets, not lia- 
bilities. About 75 per cent of the 
Indian electorate is under 40 and 
65 per cent are. illiterate. 

Many voters said they liked the 
former airline pilot and were dis- 
illusioned with the divided opp- 
osition parties, the same old faces 
without new ideas. For many the 
opposition offered no credible alt- 
ernative. 

Ram Jethmalani, rice president 
of the right-wing Hindu Bharatia 
Janata Party (BJP). said a major 
cause of defeat was the fact that 
the opposition had no single lea- 
der or rallying Figure.. 

“The people wanted to know 


who would become the prime min- 
ister if we had won and we had no 
answer,” he said. 

With the death of Mrs. Gandhi 
the opposition was deprived of its 
most pcitent, if negative, issue: 

“ Defeat the empress.” They were 
unable to agree on fielding single 
candidates to oppose Congress 
and avoid splitting the vote. They 
failed to devise a common str- 
ategy. 

Mr. Gandhi capitalised on their 
rivalries, saying a fractured opp- 
osition would fracture the cou- 
ntry. He reminded voters of the 
1977 to 1979 period when the 
Janata (people's) Party was in 
power, a rule marred by inf- 
ighting, inefficiency and Jack of 
popular confidence. Mrs. Gandhi 
was swept back to power with the 
slogan, "a government that 
works.” 

A Congress. Pa- ty adv- 
ertisement asked: “ Are you ready* 
for the same farce?" with ariqtHSr 
opposition government. . \j ' 


drupie output and achieve a per 
capita annual income of $800 by 
the year 2000. compared with 
around $250 per head for China's 
one billion population today. 

But he has remained int- 
ransigent in his demand that the 
Soviet Union must remove what 
he calls the "three obstacles" bef- 
ore better political relations can 
be achieved. 

Mr. Deng has said the Soviet 
Union must reduce its troops and 
missiles along China's border, 
withdraw from Afghanistan and 
end its support for Vietnam's pre- 
sence in Kampuchea as pre- 
conditions for improved political 
ties. 

Moscow regards the conditions 
as unacceptable and cancelled a 
trip by Mr. Arkhipov scheduled 
for last May in a move interpreted 
by diplomats as expressing Soviet 
anger over President Reagan's 
.China tour that April and recent 
fclashes along the Sino- 


Vietnamese border. 

Mr. Arkhipov has now breathed 
new life into the relationship, set- 
ting a course for steady growth in 
economic relations. 

As they left Peking Saturday. 
Soviet officials announced a fur- 
ther boost in trade planned for 
1985. from $1.4 billion already- 
announced to 1.8 billion. 

They have agreed to sign a 
1986-90 trade pact in the first half 
.of 1985 and also to set up a joint 
commission to oversee their imp- 
roving economic relations. 

While deep suspicions remain, 
it means that the powerful nei- 
ghbours are developing a Nested 
interest in better ties and a red- 
uction of friction. 

Though China is still a threat to 
the Soviet Union in strategic 
terms. Mr. Gromyko will be better 
able to face Mr. Shultz in Geneva 
without haring to look over his 
shoulder at Peking. 


Brazil economy ‘better’ 
as election approaches 


By Richard Waddington 

Reuter 

SAO PAULO — Brazil, lop of the 
world's financial sick-list until 
recently, is showing a return to 
economic vigour as it approaches 
its first civilian government in 20 
years. 

As the armed forces prepare to 
hand over power next month, the 
economy has begun to perform 
impressively again after three 
years of recession and rising une- 
mployment. 

Ministers expect economic out- 
put to have grown this year by four ‘ 
per cent, a rate both government 
officials and private economists 
expect to be at least maintained in 
1985. 

Brazil’s gross domestic product 
expanded by an average of 8.6 per 
cent a year in the 10 years to 1 980, 
before contracting by 1 .6 per cent 
in 1981, rebounding slightly to 
■•grow by 0.9 per cent in 1982 and. 
shrinking by 3 2. percent in 1983. 

"The turnround in Brazil's eco- 
nomic fortunes has been spe- 
ctacular,” one U.S. banker said. 

Even the country’s S 1 00-billioo 
foreign debt, the largest in the 
“Third World." no longer pro- 
vokes the same anxiety as it did a- 
year ago. 

Brazil is negotiating a long-term 
rescheduling deal along the lines 
of an agreement reached with 
Mexico this year. 

The sealing of the deal may be 
delayed until after the presidential 
election on Jan. 15 but banking 
sources say Brazil will certainly 
get a multi-year rescheduling with 
softer terms. 

At the same time, international 
interest rates have begun to fall, 
easing the burden of debt fin- 
ancing. 

The Central Bank had cal- 
culated Brazil's interest bill for 
next year at $1 2 billion but recent 
declines could lower this to aro- 
und $10.5 if current interest levels 
are maintained, the sources said. 

“The debt problem has not 
been resolved but at least it is 
under control,” one banker com- 
mented. 

The revival of the Brazilian 
economy during 1984 took both 
economists and l the government 
by surprise as mist early forecasts 
were for zero orjlittle growth.- 

"We did not 'expect the eco- 
nomic recovery in the United Sta- 
tes to be so greatj” said economist 


Paul Singer of 
Sao Paulo, 
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ziTs bigges&iH 


ersfty of 


oou- 

S§ra helped it to. a 
f around $1 3 billion 
rding to official cai- 


Jjjwthough exports' are not exp- 
ected to rise as strongly in 1985, 


there are sufficient signs of revival 
in the domestic economy to gua- 
rantee that output will continue to 
grow at around this year's rate. 
according to Tito Ryff of the ind- 
ependent Gertulio Vargas res- 
earch foundation. 

This year's four per cent rise in 
output meant that the growth in 
the economy outpaced the inc- 
rease in population, now around 
130 million and rising by an ave- 
rage of 2.5 per cent a year, for the 
first time since 1980. 

Per capita output fell by four 
per cent, 1 .5 per cent and 5.5. per 
cent in 1981, 1982 and 1983 res- 
pectively. 

The turnround should help ease, 
the transition to civilian gov- 
ernment. banking sources said. 

Opposition candidate and for- 
mer Prime Minister Tancredo 
Neves, 74, looks likely to win next 
month's vote after putting tog- 
ether an alliance of opposition 
parties and dissidents from the rul- 
ing Social Democratic Party 
(PDS). 

The election of an opposition 
candidate would almost certainly 
-generate powerful pressure for 
■real wage rises after years of 
government-imposed restraint 
and for faster economic growth to 
boost employment, the banking 
sources said. 

The number of manufacturing 
jobs in the state of Sao Paulo, res- 
ponsible for some 60 per cent of 
Brazil's output, grew by 1 00.000 
in 1984. according to figures from 
the state’s Federation of Ind- 
ustries (F1ESP). 

But industry is still employing 
350,000 people fewer than before 
the recession began in 1981. 
FIESP adds. 

Official figures put une- 
mployment in Sao Paulo at 6.4 per 
cent. The inter-union research 
body Diesse estimates it at aro- 
und 15 percent. 

A recent survey showed that 
people earning up to three times 
the minimum wage of $55 a month 

— the vast majority of Brazilians 

— need to spend 70 per cent of 
their income on food. 

Any move to boost real wages 
significantly could stoke inflation 
already running at over 200 per 
cent, said economist Roberto 
Macedo of the University of Sao 
Paulo. 

Although he has called for eco- 
nomic growth and an attack on inf- 
lation, Neves has not detailed his 
economic programme. One pro- 
posal, for a pact between labour, 
employers and the government, 
has received scant support from 
left-wing unions in Sao Paulo. 

Carworker unions in Sao Paulo 
staged a successful strike over 
Christmas- bonuses this month 
which gave warning of their ind- 
ustrial power. 
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Israel is systematically suffocating Gazan economy 


'** The people of Gaza have little opportunity of making their views 

.*‘8 Vu. -[-. cr known to the outside world. Journalists seldom go there. Gazans feel 

rg^Niilfft isolated and excluded from the political stage . yet they comprise over 
fi 'Unj na, n one third of the Palestinians in Israel and the occupied territories. Paul 

V Cossafl and Clive Robson are currently writing a book based on 
* ■■r v V |j| extensile interviews with a cross-section of Gazans. 

c.ipl REFUGEES first carac to pay cash and sent consrructioi 

i:i4U.j a ‘. c ^ ihaj 'Gaza with nothing, and Gaza had materials and machinery instead 
'pi%s*;.r‘ c ® 411 little to offer them by way of liv- That's how the circle worked 


%i-THE REFUGEES first came to pay cash and sent construction 
• C ^ ^at uaza with nothing, and Gaza had materials and machinery instead. 

4 H i J ^ little to offer them by way of liv- Thai's how the circle worked: 
ln - *n.j l* ‘i elihood. Almost as soon as rhe ini- money from the Gulf, consumer 
'c et L _ t ^1 chaos of finding a place to live goods from Beirut and heavy mat- 
Tul s ^ in had subsided, our workforce. eriaJs from the East. Not exactly a 
j lU fit both skOled and unskilled, began soundly-based, balanced eco- 
ffS- to drain away to the Gulf states, nomy but it did have energy and 
Icr,, ■ :f * t They earned comparatively good dynamism. There were also many 
n money in the oil-producing cou- small workshops — service ind- 

m v . n * ^ nines and most people in Gaza ustries and a few craftsmen inv- 
:r- 1 M , lived on their remitted wages. But olved in the traditional pursuits of 
,>n ll fc k strict Egyptian currency controls weaving and pottery. Wages were 
* meant that for the most pan the low and so were prices, but at least 

"*4eSf money couldn't be sent directly. Gaza had things other people 
' c, kaonn a cirele nf invp«manr- wanted. 


; n 1 ui i ,r s money in the oil-producing cou- 
■M&esa,.’ -"C nines and most people in Gaza 
n -rr.p ;r . vni 4 nt , lived on their remitted wages. But 
o w . r ; ‘ * life p. strict Egyptian currency controls 
•nspj/ meant that for the most pan the 
liie ^ money couldn't be sent directly. 

• ;=:^ Crjn N SL ' So began a circle of investment: 
ji;,“ * n «i ior money would be sent to banks in 

' Beirut: Gazan merchants would 
' Jn ': then travel to Lebanon to buy a 

wide assortmem of luxury items. 
" ,,|r - mostly consumer goods like rad- 

ios. clothes, perfume and hou- 

sehold goods generally; these 
1- | i were then brought to Gaza, which 
( Q/n 0 was declared a son of free trade 
* *V 0 area by the Egyptians to stimulate 
the local economy. The market 
here was stuffed with all sorts of 
V", hl ' :Jcr things, attracting Egyptians by the 

* • " ; • j-- h.j. :iii . n ^ thousands to shop for goods which 

: U| - M-.ii .j/ were unknown in C airo in the aus- 
• r tere days of the Nasser regime. 

"' ,n ' There wasn’t much for the- 

Gazan merchants to invest their 
new found wealth iq except the 
/ r - '^ cirrus groves, which by the early 
’’ v - - 1 ':!h e t '60s had grown from 6.000 to 
- ! ‘ •-'ilii.r 70.000 dunums. The Egyptians 

: " helped this industry to expand 

- rj;inV,.’ : with loans, technical assistance, 
reduced tariffs and so on. and in a 
few years nearly half the Gazan 
• - . ' workforce was dependent on il as 

irrigation workers, drivers, mec- 
" ' . hanics and pickers. The fruit was 

exported mostly to Eastern bloc 
countries, in particular the Soviet 
Union, whose markets had ope- 
ned up dramatically after Nasser’s 
■ * rro\e away from the West in 1953. 

These importers often couldn't 
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** 
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Now, there is, quite simply, no 
economy at all. not even the traces 
of one. Gaza is one big slum, with 
half a million people living in mis- 
ery and working either as black 
labourers in Israel or living off the 
charity of their sons in the Gulf. 
The whole area is basically non- 
productive, and a general feeling 
of hopelessness and uselessness 
pervades everything. Even those 
who aren't working in inhuman 
conditions in Israeli factories, 
farms and sen-ice industries are* 
often totally dependent on Israel 
for sub-contracted labour like 
sewing or cane-work. The few 
Gazans who are involved in ind- 
igenous industries are struggling 
to make ends meet. 

Take the citrus industry. 1 can 
say quite honestly that anyone 
looking after their trees properly 
— spraying, watering and fer- 
tilising them as they should be — 
cannot be making any money. The 
market through Amman has been 
reduced; the Iranian market 
which once took 60.000 tons a 
year has gone; and Iraq isn’t very 
interested either. Production had 
fallen to about 160.000 tons a 
year. There is a branch of the Isr- 
aeli Marketing Board in Gaza 
which is supposed to help us, but 


it's done nothing now for three 
years and in fact has proved to be 
just another obstacle to our mar- 
keting efforts. Wc simply can’t sell 
our oranges. Israeli citrus growers 
can stand a few lean years because 
of the government subsidies they 
receive — S70m last year — but 
there’s no such help for us. Yet 
farmers here are reluctant to cha- 

We have to start again from 
scratch with a completely 

new strategy. 

nge. h takes about 1 1 years before 
a citrus tree reaches peak pro- 
duction. and it’s hard, too, emo- 
tionally to go and cut your trees 
down, especially when that’s what 
the Israelis recommend. So 
people hold out. hoping things will 
get better. But they won't, things 
will get worse. When Spain and 
Portugal join the EEC. the Israeli 
citrus indusny is going to be hit 
hard and one thing is sure — they 
won't dump their oranges and 
watch ours go sailing across the 
birdges to Jordan. Our citrus 
union, which in the past pooled 
resources and forged markets, is 
powerless at this level. 

The Israelis told us to switch to 
vegetables — cucumbers, aub- 
ergines and so on — and many did. 
But that was a non-starter. We 
over-produce for our own market 
and are undercut anyway by the 
Israelis because of the subsidies 
their farmers receive. So now 
we're left with fields of rotting 
cucumbers, whose market value is 
less than the cost of picking and 
transporting them. Recently there 
was an EEC initiative to buy veg- 
etables from Gaza, but the whole 
plan was hijacked by Agrexco. the 
Israeli vegetables marketing 
monopoly, which declared that all 
produce had to be sold through 
them and they would decide how 
much to pay the fanners. The 
. price of land in Gaza has now fal- 
len from 25,000 Jordanian dinars 
to about 4,500 per dunum. 

So what are we left with? Citrus 


is finished, vegetables are a non- ' 
starter and our dependence on 
black labour in Israel and on Gulf 
remittances is increasing. We have 
no control over our own mar- 
keting and we're heavily burdened 
with taxes, restrictions, customs, 
permits and I don’t know what. 
Look at our water problem. Gaza 
has plenty of water but the Israelis 
made us put meters on all our 
pumps, just to prevent over sal- 
ination, they said in all innocence. 
Then came the restrictions on the 
amount pumped as the set- 
tlements drilled deeper and dee- 
per wells, pumping 24 hours a day. 
Take a look now around the per- 
imeter of the Strip. There is a 
chain of deep wells with very pow- 
erful pumps just inside the Green 
Line pumping water day and night 
to Israeli farms. Their official line 
■is still that “we aren't taking any 
water from Gaza”. 

As 1 see it. it's a struggle for 
survival. We have to start again 
from scratch with a completely 
new strategy. It’s no good just 
pouring in money and propping up 
enterprises which are ultimately 
dead anyway. Let me give you an 
example. A farmer goes to the 
(PLO-Jordanian) Joint Fund in 
Amman and says: “Give me some 
money to set up a really big chi- 
cken farm in the Strip”. He comes 
back with the money, everyone 
congratulates him and he spends it 
all in Israel buying the equipment 
he needs. As soon as he's pro- 
ducing eggs, the Israelis send in 
ten truckloads of eggs, tell the tra- 
ders to pay later or some other 
gimmick, and our friend goes bust 
within the year. Even if the Joint 
Fund gives him more money it 
won't solve the basic problem. 
The same thing's happened so 
many times now — with soap, pla- 
stics. medicines, meatpacking and 
quite a few other things too. 

There are however worse exa- 
mples of the way Joint Fund 
money is misspent. The owner of 
an ice-cream factory came back 
from Amman with money to imp- 
rove his business. He bought the 
latest machinery — and laid off 90 


per cent of his workforce. And 
that was after the raessanger had 
taken his share of the cash, which 
was probably half. Is that “ste- 
adfastness in the face of the occ- 
upation"? Is it “steadfastness to 
pour money into our Seven-Up 
Bottling Company? An American 
product put into Israeli cans by 
cheap Gazan labour, cans which 

The capitalist mode of pro- 
duction Israel wants to suck 
us into is a disaster for us. 

then litter our streets in tho- 
usands. Joint Fund money is being 
wasted on enterprises that can’t 
succeed; the pan of U, that is. that 
isn't spent on building villas and 
buying fast cars for “the boys' 
So, as 1 said, we have to start 
again from scratch. We have to 
look at what we’ve got and use it. 
We've got a big internal market 
and we've got the workforce. This 
is what our economy has to exp- 
loit. by producing labour intensive 
products to be consumed locally 
and on a small enough scale to 
avoid posing a threat to the Israeli 
monopolies — initially at least. 
Pm proposing that we create a 
whole range of cottage industries, 
things which can be made in peo- 
ple’s homes using our few natural 
resources: fruit, vegetables, meat, 
pottery and dairy produce. For 
example, someone in Beach Camp 
buys two cows and with their milk 
makes enough cheese and yoghurt 
to supply ten neighbouring fam- 
ilies. The someone in Deir al- 
Balah pickles cucumbers in the 
tins that we now throw away, but 
on a very small scale only, just 
enough perhaps for family and 
immediate neighbour's. Others 
could construct old-style wooden 
looms and work at home making 
rugs and clothes to be sold or exc- 
hanged locally. Making mar- 
malade is another possibility; 
hundreds of little bottling plants in 
people's back yards. Instead of sel- 
ling the poor quality oranges to 
the Israeli juice company for a pit- 
tance. make a small press from a 


carjack to sell juice to your own 
street. 

We’ve got to move away from 
high-technology farming because 
as long as we don't have a go\- 
emment to support us we’re just 
being dragged into a race we can 
never win. Instead of setting up a 
battery farm for 50.000 chickens, 
build a coop in your back yard for 
50 chickens and sell the eggs to 
your neighbours. The capitalist 
mode of production Israel wants 
to such us into is a disaster for us. 
Powet is in the hands of the few — 
and they aren't Gazans. No profits 
are ever ploughed back in. and we 
just end up as victims. For us, mass 

production means mass des- 
truction. 

I'm not saying it would he easy, 
□or will it happen overnight. So 
many things have to be changed 
first: the sense of hopelessness, 
the attitude of those with wealth 
who want to display it in colour 
TVs, videos and BMWs rather 
than invest it. All that has to go. 
I’m talking of a revolution, a com- 
plete restructuring of our lives. 
The political implications arc 
immense, involving a whole new 
tier of grass roots organisation. 
These ideas are really a res- 
urrection of how things used to be 
in the villages before '4S. One step 
back to take many steps forward 
Cooperation is tor the benefit ot 
all. It would mean economic units 
so small that the Israelis would 
have to enter every house to crush 
them. People used to survive on 
that basis so why not now? We 
could re-establi.sh our culture, our 
confidence, our identity on a 
sound economic basis, so that if 
we're annexed or they build a 
hundred settlements then at least 
we can confront them as an eco- 
nomic unit — on a civil level — 
instead of as a mob oi individual 
victims of Zionism. We could lace 
Zionism with something behind 
us. It's no good sitting there saying 
it won’t work. The alternative — 
to continue as we are — means 
total disaster. We simply have to 
make it work — Middle East Int- 
ernational. London. 
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Ftenda Habibs 

— Corn—- 

Could this be art? 


FOR ME. noisy ev enings out, atmospheres overheated with action, 
ornamented w ith a vicious air polluted with too much smoke from 
cigarettes, cigars and pipes... it irritates me. 

I feel uncomfortable, retreated in my corner, incapable of int- 
egrating myself into the atmosphere. Estranged with what is going 
on around, f am satisfied with watching, and sometimes believe 
me, the show is most astonishing — not that the singers, dancers or 
other vague “artists" are worth it. Most of them carry nothing 
from the art but its name and using all the artifice they have to . 
attract the uticntiuii and excite the floor. The voice? It is powerful 
without being musical, but who cares... 

Lavish exposing dresses, dirty remarks, few winks here and 
(Here and. the floor is wild with excitement. 

Who arc those "artists" with unknown names who are crowned 
as stars in Amman? Their presenters affirm they are “the greatest 
nightingales” of our modern tiroes and “creators of art.’' This 
pretenlnr 1 tell you about hav reached a stage the other nigbt to ask 
the audience to wish the “singer” long life. And to gain more the 
approval of the audience, a new tactic was applied: They started 
calling the names of persons present, welcoming them and their 
guests to the party, and here comes tbe role of the audience to try 
attract the attention of '‘singers'* to their presence so as to be 
named. 

Then, when the heat has already reached a climax, green and red 
munc) bills are thrown under the feet of the “star.” I have been 
told that one evening, a num made a necklace of JD 20 bills and 
decorated the singer. 

ln my corner where I sat. I wondered w hat went in the heads or 
these people. All 1 can sav is that: I dn firmly believe in fine art and 
songs and good music... but not vulgarity. 

Shops closing down as 
coal strike drives on 


“better 1 

roaches 


UNRWA helps shelterless Ethiopians with blankets 


A MAJOR people to people ini- 
tiative is providing hundreds of 
thousands of blankets from cou- 
ntries half a world away to des- 
titute and shelterless Ethiopians, 
clustered around Ethiopia’s relief 
camps. Half a million people now 
are gathered around these camps 
many of them at 6.000-7.000 feet 
altitudes with night temperatures 
frequently sinking below freezing 
point. It is estimated that a further 
500.000 people are travelling on 
foot trying to reach these camps. 

In the past weeks, donations- 
from the public charitable org- 
anisations, companies and gov- 
ernments in Canada. Denmark, 
Italy. Japan, The Netherlands and 
the United States have resulted in 
the sending of at least 250.000 
blankets in response to urgent 
needs identified by the Ethiopian 
government. First hand testimony 
of these needs was provided by 
Executive Director of the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNI- 
CEF) James P. Grant after he had 
visited some of the relief camps. 
He said the scale and intensity of 
the suffering in some of the camps 
was without parallel in his exp- 
erience and that blankets were 
becoming as important as food in 
sustaining life among the most 
vulnerable camp dwellers. 

“Most of these people did not 
have enough clothes to cover their 


bodies. They would crouch in gul- 
lies or scrape small depressions in 
the ground striving for. any pro- 
tection from the cold of the- night. 
Pneumonia and respiratory ail- 
- ments are a massive problem in 
these situations and malnourished 
children are particularly sus- 
ceptible. The cold is bad enough 
for a well-nourished person to the 
body of a malnourished child it is 
devastating,” he said. 

He described Mile Camp in 
Wollo Province where 500-600 
families, some 3.000 people, cam- 
ped under thombushes with no 
more than pieces of cloth str- 
etched over the bushes each of 
which sheltered perhaps three 
families. “As night fell the racking 
coughs, the sound of respiratory 
disease, began to rise from each 
bush.... a kind of awful chorus 
which went on and on for hours”. 

Mr. Grant added that apart 
from their obvious protective 
value blankets also cut caloric los- 
ses caused by the body's need to 
burn energy to keep warm, they 
could thus help conserve what 
nutrition was available to the ind- 
ividual. 

He said nobody knew how 
many had died in Ethiopia over 
the past year but the figure und- 
oubtedly was in the hundreds of 
thousands. It was equally clear 
that a large proportion of these 


deaths had been children. 

National committees of UNI- 
CEF as well as governments have 
responded immediately to the 
appeal which has been supported 
in many countries by-the=media. 
The Japanese government for 
example is expecting to collect one 
million blankets from citizens and 
companies most of which will go to 
Ethiopia. The others are destined 
for Mozambique, Sudan and 
Somalia, where similar needs have 
been reported. 

Within a few days of Mr. 
Gram’s return from Ethiopia. 
UNICEFs National Commitee in 
the Netherlands had collected 
$400,000 to buy and airlift into 
Ethiopia 100,000 blankets from 
LINICEFs Copenhagen pro- 
curement centre and warehouse 
UNIPAC. virtually exhausting 
the warehouses’s stock of bla- 
nkets. Another R0.000 from 
Denmark arrived in Ethiopia and 
are already being distributed. 

A further 200,000 to 300,000 
blankets are expected over these 
few weeks from Japan. One Jap- 
anese company alone donated 
some 40.000 blankets last week. 
A large receiving centre has been 
established in downtown Tokyo. 

In Italy UNICEFs National 
Committees appealed publicly for 
“A Christmas present to an Eth- 
iopian child” 500,000 blankets 








m 

J'3 




* k 






RELIEF SIT El Two survivors of the Ethiopian 
drought walk past the emergency feeding centre in 
Bari recently. The death toll mounts at the camp 
since many famine victims arrive too late to be hel- 


ped and some infants are left in their tents without 
treatment because their mothers consider them bey- 
ond recovery (AP wireless photo) 


plus a contribution of 4,000 lira 
(just over $2) to cover the costs of 
packing and shipping each bla- 
nket Hundreds of blankets are 
reported ro be arriving at the pro- 
vincial committee offices fol- 
lowing newspaper, television and 
radio announcements. 

In the United States, the UNI- 
CEF National Committee met the 


$250,000 costs of airshipping a 
further 100,000 blankets. The 
Canadian committee is arranging 
for 10.500 blankets to be flown 
into Addis Ababa on Dec. 24. 

Some 100,000 blankets have 
been provided through UNICEF 
over the past twenty momhs for 
the increasing numbers of camp 
dwellers in Ethiopia. Funds to buy 


and ship these blankets have come 
from the EEC and the United 
Kingdom National Committee. 
Urgently required initial qua- 
ntities were bought with UNI- 
CEFs limited emergency res- 
ources and the Organisation has 
since been seeking additional 
funds to continue procurement — 
UNICEF release. 


By Brian Cathcart 


SEAHAM, England — It was a 
week iuM like mo si others in Bri- 
tain's marathon coal strike, with 
no peace talks and no bre- 
akthroughs. but tor Lilian Young 
it was one week too many. 

After more da>s of pitifully slow 
trade she closed her drinks shop 
this month tor the last rime and 
joined a growing number of peo- 
ple dri\en out of business by ihc 
dispute. 

The strike since March by iwo- 
thirds of the 1 tiy.OOO miners lias 
split the country and led to vio- 
lence. hardship and bitterness. 

But while the headlines chart 
the politics ol the dispute, sho- 
pkeepers and small business own- 
ers like Lilian Young are quietly 
shutting down, innocent and alm- 
ost unnoticed victims of the pro- 
longed deadlock. 

Nobody is counting them hut 
the evidence ot boarded-up sho- 
pfronts in Seaham. a town in the 
northeastern coalfield of Durham, 
suggests the tally must be high." 

Like many another community- 
in the scattered coalfields. Sea ham 
depends on its mines for emp- 
loyment and money. 

Tlie coal industry employs 
2.000 of the tow n’s 22.000 people 
and hundreds more serve the 
three mines in one way or another. 
There is nothing else nearly as big. 
Indeed for many there is nothing 
at all. The jobless rate is IS per 
cent, well above the national ave- 
rage. 

In a normal week the mining 
payroll in the town is 400.000 ste- 
rling tS470,tl00). which not only 
keeps the miners and their fam- 
ilies but also flows through the 
local retail trade like lifeblood. 

That flow dried up suddenly 
when the strike began. About 
iwo-ihirds of Britain's miners 
walked out in a bid to force the 
state coal board to withdraw plans 
io close 20 mines it says are une- 
conomic. 

The miners and their families 
are now living on welfare han- 
douts and their action has thrown 
many others out of work. 

Down at Seaham docks, for 


example, w here coal usually acc- 
ounts for a third of all business, 30 
men have been laid off. 

A local trucking firm whose sole 
contract is with the state coal' 
board has had no work at ail since 
March and all 34 drivers and 
depot staff have been made red- 
* undant. 

No one knows how many peo- 
ple have been made idle in this 
„ way. but the town council has 
mounted an inquiry to find out. 
One official guessed that more 
than half ot Seaham* s bre- 
adwinners could be affected. 

For shopkeepers depending on 
their money, the impact has teen 
disastrous. ” It has cut very deep," 
said a council spokesman. “A lot 
of small businesses have already 
closed and plenty more are in a. 
very critical state. Anything which 
is in any way marginal has teen hit 
particularly badly," he said. 

Takings at Lilian Young's small 
corner shop, five minutes* walk 
from Seaham colliery, fell by 
three-quarters. By September she 
was using her savings to stay open. 

When she could no longer aff- 
ord to stock her shelves with even 
a minimum of beers, spirits and 
soft drinks she decided to dose. 
But her troubles did not end there. 

Her efforts to sell the shop, 
which cost her all her savings 
seven years ago. were hampered 
because banks are reluctant to 
back the purchase of such a 
strike-hit business, she says. 

“It’s very worrying and I get 
very depressed. I just don’t know 
what to do.” she said. 

A nearby hardware shop closed 
two months ago and Nancy Foster 
fears her grocery shop may soon 
go the same way. 

Most of her shelves are bare. 
She stocks only a quarter of the 
goods she used to and she has tur- 
ned off and emptied one of her 
refrigerated display cabinets. 
Weekly takings are half their old 
level, not enough to cover costs. 

Like Lilian Young, she has 
spent all hersavings in the effort to 
survive. 

“If they don’t solve the strike 
early in the new year, I will pro- 
bably go out of business," she 
says. 


'.X s „v Uv OC Ov OC Ov >\ \\ \\ VV\'N>>>.v.vA\V ,V A A A a vV A A A A A A A A a A A a a AA s\ a a v\ A v\ a a a 




SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


Living- rooms 
* Dining rooms 
:: Bedroom sets r.j.43 
! * Wall units WffMS 

I -Lighting fixtures _ ~ 

1 "Club 8 for children 
; McxJem Danish design 
1 Feather upholstery 
:: □anish-F’ack Homes 
v: Tax-free if applicable 
Tel. 663899 Civil defence street 
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BBD1CT. a AMMAN ■■ JOHB4 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditkmed 

The firsi & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


r&AESUUXANT 

I TOURISMO | 

" 3rd Circle, Jabal Amman 1 1 
I . Opposite Akilah Hospital. | 


PEKING DUCK & 
FLAMING POT FONDUE 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 


2 VISIT SOON! - 

I Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM H 

■ 6:00 PM to Midnight a 

I Tel. 41093 Jj 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeaue 
for lunch Friday 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 
Open daily 

12:00 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6.-30 p.m. - Midnight 


Monday 31st December 1984 

ttm Yew's £veP*rty 

Gala Dinner at Night Club 

with THE TIRE BIRDS BAND 
The Lebanese Singer "KHALIL HALLAK. 

The Egyptian Belly Dancer "MAYSA 

and The Oriental BAND KARAM BROS 
JO 30.000 Per Person 
Including Arabic Breakfast 

Rts.bnnt IOD/15 


:>,£ CHINA 

■ : :e RESTAURANT 

ABOVE N0HAM 
. .vS'" SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in. Aqaba 

- ' Y1 Take - away service ava- 
liable 

Open daily 1 1.30 * 3:30 - and 6:30 
". li:H0 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Y Agents at! ant woW 1 

[ Tel: 664090 Tix: ssaoS KSMCO JO I 
L CmM: Nu—lb.ho n I 

m. P.a Box I2MS7 J 

ElL AMMAN JORDAN A 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 


Deluxe apartments 

for rent 
AQABA 

2 bedrooms, living area. 
Overlooking the gulf. 


More details, please 
contact Mazen Qusous 
Amman 21807 
Aqaba 4339 


Miramar 
Hotel / f£ 




» Restaurant 


AQABA 




Presents to you 
DAilyLurckEON Menu 


Your stay in the 
MIRAMAR 
a holiday by itself. 

Aqaba, Tel. 4339/41 

TLX 62275 JO 


Soups 
Fish or mean 
Sweets or f rufea 
Coffee 

4- Jordan dinars 


Here D 1 Oeuvres 
Fish or meat 
Sweets or fruits 
Coffee 

5. Jordan dinars 


AMI. AN WA SAHLAN to out quirt vjIi muik’ evenings 
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Indian polls are defeat 
for U.S., Soviets say 

MOSCOW fR) — The Soviet Union Sunday made torn up the plans of the hostile The reports gave much 
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MOSCOW fR) — The Soviet Union Sunday made 
plain its satisfaction with the Indian election result 
and portrayed the Congress (I) landslide as a defeat 
for the United States. 


The state media heaped praise 
on Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
saying the voters had chosen to 
follow the tradition of his mother 
Indira Gandhi and grandfather 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

The news agency TASS said the 
Congress win had thwarted plans 
for “reaction” in the West and in 
India to partition the country, and 
citecflhe U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA). 

"The CIA’s calculations ... 
burst like a soap bubble.” TASS 
said, in an article signed by news ' 
analvst Boris Chekhonin. 


The Kremlin regarded^ Indira 
Gandhi as one of its closest frie ads . 
in the developing world and the 
Soviet media hinted that the CIA 
was linked to her assassination on 
Oct. 3l. 

The daily Sovetskaya Rossiya 
quoted a CIA report written bef- 
ore the killing, predicting inter- 
communal violence and the 
break-up of the Congress ( I ) Party 
after she died. 

“ In that case victory (in the ele- 
ction) would have gone to the con- 
servative opposition." the daily 
said. "The Indian people have 


torn up the plans of the hostile 
external forces." 

The Soviet Union regularly, 
seeks to identify the United States 
with Sikh extremists and other 
Indian separatist groups. 

All reports said the Congress (I) 
triumph would preserve India’s 
independence, national unity and 
non-aligned role. They also str- 
essed the past economic ach- 
ievements of the party. 

Only political commentator 
Alexander Bovin in the gov- 
ernment daily Izvestia sounded a 
cautionary note. He discussed the 
difficulties facing India and ref-* 
erred to a need for land reform 
and action on unemployment and 
poverty. 


Reagan, Nakasone to discuss trade 
problems, arms control this week 


LOS ANGELES (R) — President 
Reagan and Japanese Prime Min- 
ister Yasuhiro Nakasone face per- 
sistent tough problems on trade 
and defence, and their meeting 
here this wpek is unlikely to pro- 
duce immediate solutions. 

Administration officials say 
progress has been made in the past 
year on resolving differences bet- 
ween the United States and its 
close pacific aJiy and they expect 
the favourable trend to continue 
when Mr. Reagan and Mr. Nak- 
■ asone meet on Wednesday. 

Despite pressure on Mr. Rea- 
. gan to get tough at the Los Ang- 
eles talks on Japan's ballooning 
trade surplus with the United Sta- 
tes. expected to hit a record S3 5 
billion this year, the president 
appears unwilling to take an agg- 
ressive stance. 

“How can I get tough with a 
very good friend?" Mr. Reagan 
shot back in answer to a reporter’s 
question in Washington before he 
flew to California for the New 


Year holiday. 

He said Mr. Nakasone was 
"being most co-operative. But 
there is a long way to go yet and he 
knows it.” 

The two leaders, who have dev- 
eloped a close rapport during four 
previous meetings and reportedly 
on first name terms, will meet for 
about two-and-a-haif hours on 
Wednesday. 

Defence and peace issues and 
world economic problems were 
expected to arise although U.S.- 
Japao trade difficulties probably 
would dominate, administration 
sources said. 

Mr. Nakasone has stressed the 
importance of Western solidarity 
for success in the arms control 
talks between U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko in Geneva next week. 

He is likely to reiterate concern 
about Soviet SS-20 missiles tar- 
geted on Asia and seek ass- 
urances that any arms deal struck 


between Washington and Moscow 
would not allow the Soviet Union 
to re-target weapons now aimed at 
Western Europe. 

Earlier this year Japan raised its 
defence budget by 6-55 per cent, 
and Sunday it was announced in 
Tokyo that the defence budget 
would be raised by a further 6.9 
per cent in 1985. 

Diplomatic analysts in Tokyo 
said Mr. Nakasone’s decision 
would please Washington, which 
has been calling on Japan to play a 
bigger role in defending itself. 

But the Pentagon also com- 
plains that Japan has been slow to 
implement a year-old agreement 
to share defence technology. 

Longstanding trade problems 
remain a major irritant and have 
contributed to what U.S. Com- 
merce Undersecretary Lionel 
Olmer calls the “grotesque” U.S. 
world trade deficit — expected to 
reach a record S130 billion in 
1984. • 


Korean nuclear plant closed after leak 


SEOUL (R) — One of South 
Korea’s three nuclear power 
plants has been closed for more 
than a month after radioactive 
cooling water leaked from its rea- 
ctor. Seoul newspapers reported 
Sunday. 

South Korean officials said the • 
reports were correct but declined . 
any immediate further comment. 

The Chosun Ilbo said about 24 
tonnes of cooling water seeped out 
df a steam generator pipe at the 
plant in the south eastern town ofr 
Wolsung during a safety check on 
Nov. 25. 

It said radiation pollution was 


prev ented by a team of specialists 
from the Technology Ministry and 
Korea Electric Power Cor- 
poration (KEPCO) who were sent 
in after the leak. 

The Hankuk Ilbo said the leak 
was caused by a short-circuit of 
valves and the radiation level in 
and around the reactor had ret- 
urned to normal. 

The paper quoted KEPCO off- 
icials as saying the plant was exp- 
ected to be in operation again by 
the middle of next month. 

The 678,700-kiIowau plant, 
equipped with a Canadian 
“Candu” pressurised heavy water 
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Opening lead: Queen of . 

By winning the Trials last 
month in Memphis, the team 
of Malcolm Brachman, Bobby 
Goldman, Bob Hamman, Bob- 
by Wolff, Ron Andersen, all 
of Dallas, and Paul Soloway 
of Bothell, Wash., qualified to 
represent the U.S. in the 
World Team Olympiad, to be 
held in Seattle in October. In 
the final they defeated Edgar 
Kaplan, New York, Norman 
Kay, Philadelphia. Bill Root, 
Boca Raton, Fla„ Richard 
Pavlicek, Ft. Lauderdale.' 
Fla.. Jeff Meckstroth, 
Pinkerton, Ohio, and Eric 
Rodwell, Indianapolis over 
128 boards in a match that 
was close until the final 
stretch. 

When the players held 
today's hand, Soloway and 
Goldman, sitting North- 
South, reached four spades 
on the auction shown. (East's . 
no trump jump after the 
takeout double was a limit 
raise in hearts.) While the 


only sure losers are two clubs 
and a diamond, the 4-1 trump 
break combined with the 5-0 
diamond split is more than 
declarer can handle, so one 
down would seem to be the 
normal result. 

Declarer won the ace of 

hearts and immediately ran 
the queen of diamonds. West 
ruffed and now it looks as if 
routine defense will defeat 
the contract two tricks— the 
defenders are entitled to two 
club tricks and a diamond, 
and declarer will be hard 
pressed to escape another 
loser if West exits passively 
with a trump. 

Instead, West chose to 
underlead his ace of clubs. 
The idea was that if East 
held the king-jack of Slubs, 
both cards would be entries 
and West could score two 
diamond ruffs. Unfortunate- 
ly. East elected to play his 
partner for the ace of trumps 
rather than the ace of clubs, 
and he inserted the 10 of 
clubs. Declarer won the jack 
and returned the suit. All 
would still have been well 
had West risen with the ace 
and returned a club. But 
West placed declarer with 
the king of clubs, so he took 
his ace and exited with a 
heart. 

• 

Declarer now played 
masterfully to make his 
game. He ruffed the heart 
with the nine of spades, led 
the seven of trumps to dum- 
my's eight and ruffed the last 
heart with his ace. A spade to 
the jack enabled declarer to 
draw trumps, and the only 
other trick for the defense 
was a diamond. 


reactor, was built at a cost of SI. 1 8 
billion. It went into operation rn 
April last year. 

About 17 per cent of South 
Korea’s electricity is now pro- 
duced by nuclear power and this 
will rise to 47 per cent when six 
other atomic plants go into service 
by 1989. 

Energy Minister Choi Dong- 
Kyu told a parliamentary com- 
mittee in October the government 
would reinforce safety measures 
at nuclear power stations. 

He said there were plans to 
build a plant to dispose of nuclear 
waste and form asafety task force. 

Rebels launch 
rocket attacks 
on Kabul 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan 
rebels bombarded Kabul with 
rockets for at least five con- 
secutive nights despite heavy sec- 
urity to foil attacks on the fifth 
anniversary of Soviet military int- 
ervention, Western diplomats said 
Sunday. 

First reports from the Afghan 
capital said the attacks began on 
Monday, three days before the 
Dec. 27 anniversary, and con- 
tinued at least until Friday, the 
diplomats told journalists. 

The diplomats reported only 
one casualty. But Peshawar-based 
guerrillas, quoting reports from 
couriers, said more than a dozen 
Soviet and Afghan soldiers were 
killed. 

At least 16 rockets or mortar 
bombs slammed into the capital 
on Dec. 26. hitting the main Sha- 
hid Shamshera Mosque and a sch- 
ool and setting fire to a paper war- 
ehouse in central Kabul, said the 
diplomats, who asked not to be 
identified. 

An Afghan teacher was killed 
on Dec. 25 when a rocket hit his 
house in the Shar-E-Nau district, 
they said. 

On Dec. 27. witnesses saw roc- 
kets flying over Shar-E-Nau, a res- 
idential neighbourhood where 
many foreigners live, and heard 
tank and machinegun fire and 
shouting nearby. 

Explosions were heard on the 
nights of Dec. 24 and 28 from the 
direction of Darulaman. where 
Soviet military headquarters and 
the Afghan Defence Ministry are 
located, and the old Bala Hissar 
Fort where Soviet and Afghan 
forces are stationed, the diplomats 
added. 

The diplomats and guerrillas 
reported heavy ^security in the 
Kabul. Spotter planes and hel- 
icopters hovered over the airport 
to thwart attacks and there were 
■stringent checks on people ent- 
ering and leaving the city. 
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The reports gave much of the 
credit for the win to Rajiv Gandhi 
himself. TASS described him as a 
talented and energetic leader able 
to solve the most complex state 
matters. 

Pravda said he had carried out a 
brilliant campaign and the result 
was a personal political triumph, 
but it had no good words for the 
opposition. 

“The elections really showed 
the complete bankruptcy of the 
opposition," the Communist 
Party daily said. 

The Soviet press has not yet ref- 
erred to the electoral performance 
of the two Communist parties, 
which lost seats to Congress in 
southern Kerala and West Bangal. 

Lack of 
inhibition 
worries 
Gandhi’ s 
bodyguards 

NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
swept back to power in general 
elections, has already caused anx- 
iety among his bodyguards bec- 
ause of his informal style at public 
rallies celebrating his victory. 

Security, discreet but always 
heavy around Mr. Gandhi, was 
tightened in the closing days of his 
election campaign after threats to 
assassinate him were reported by 
police less than two months after 
the murder of his mother and pre- 
decessor. Indira Gandhi. 

But at a victory rally held on a 
traffic junction near- his residence 
Saturday. Mr. Gandhi alarmed 
bodyguards when he stepped 
down from a dais and waded thr- 
ough two rings of security men 
into a delirious crowd of about 
2.000 supporters. 

Mr. Gandhi. 40. accepted flo- 
wers and shook hands as people 
pushed forward to touch him and 
the guards frantically tried to form 
a protective barrier around him. 

Mr. Gandhi finally headed back 
towards his bullet-proof car, to the 
visible relief of the security men. 

Earlier, while making a brief 
victory speech at the rally. Mr. 
Gandhi was flanked by tri- 
umphant Congress (I) Party can- 
didates who. however, looked 
uneasy about his exposed position ! 
and constantly gestured to sup- 
porters to remain calm. 

On his hectic three-week cam- 
paign tour before the polls, Mr. 
Gandhi's air force helicopter was 
tailed by another carrying security 
men wearing suits and carrying 
concealed weapons. They were 
identified by tiny metal badges. 

At most election rallies, two 
watchful guards took up positions 
on either side of Mr. Gandhi when 
he stood up to speak. 

But he was clearly ill at ease 
with his protectors and often ins- 
isted on driving through huge 
crowds, standing in an open jeep 
and stopping to speak to ind- 
ividual supporters. 

Mr. Gandhi, who took over as , 
prime minister hours after Indira 
Gandhi was assassinated on Oct. 
31 by two Sikh bodyguards, is 
emerging as the most closely- 
protected Indian leader since ind- 
ependence in 1947. 

■ Crack uniformed commandos 
of the Paramilitary Special Sec- 
urity Force, armed with automatic 
weapons, have also been serving 
with his bodyguard. 

Meanwhile a record 41 women 
won seats in the new Indian Par- 
liament in national elections 
which gave Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi's Congress (I) Party an 
unprecedented majority. 




ARAFAT EMBRACES QAWASMEH’S SON: Fabd A1 Qawasmeh, upon arrival at -Mr. Qaw- 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat embraces the 18- asmeh’s residence in Amman Sunday (Petra photo) 
year-old son of the murdered Mayor of Hebron. 

Kampuchean rebels set to retake camp 


NONG SAMET, Thailand (R) — 
Heavy fighting raged Sunday as 
Kampuchean guerrillas- appeared 
.to be recapturing their Nong 
Samet Base which had been ove- 
rrun by Vietnamese troops, Thai 
military officials said. 

They said lightly-armed Khmer 
People’s National Liberation 
Front (KPNLF) guerrillas, bat- 
tling Vietnamese troops, tanks 
and artillery, retook parts of the 
border stronghold in furious fig- 
hting this morning. 

Wounded guerrillas pulled out 
of the fighting told reporters at the 
border they launched a two- 
pronged attack to drive out the 
Vietnamese, who seized large 
areas of the camp on Dec. 25. 

Guerrilla medical workers said 
casualties were high on both sides. 
By this afternoon doctors of the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) had treated 90 
wounded guerrillas. 

The guerrillas said many more 
had been given first aid or were 
wailing to be evacuated from the 
battle area which extended all 
along the camp's eastern per- 
imeter. 

They predicted casualties 
would rise further as fighting con.- 
tinued into the night 

At least 30 guerrillas were kil- 


led trying to retake the camp's 
Buddhist temple and military staff 
quarters, they said. 

Thai soldiers manning border 
defences opposite the battle area 
said Sunday’s fighting and cas- 
ualties were the heaviest they had 
seen. 

Guerrilla sources said they dis- 
abled at least two Vietnamese 
tanks at Nong Samet Sunday. 

For six hours this morning. Vie- 
tnamese shelling of the base was 
so intense that United Nations rel- 
ief volunteers were forbidden to 
enter a temporary civilian eva- 
cuation site inside Thailand about 
three kilometres from the fighting. 

Thai military officials and 
KPNLF sources estimated about 
3.400 guerrillas and more than 
1,000 Vietnamese troops backed 
by artillery, tanks and armoured 
personnel carriers were involved 
in the battle. 

During lulls in the fighting gue- 
rrillas picked up truckloads of 
wounded and took them to a nea- 
rby treatment site or a hospital 
deeper inside Thailand. 

Most of the wounded appeared 
to have been hit bv shrapnel or 
bullets in the head and chest. 

Vietnamese shells landed twice 
on Thai territory this morning, 
prompting Thai artillery to res- 


Ershad dismisses referendum prospect 


DHAKA (R) — President Hos- 
sain Mohammad Ershad dis- 
missed prospects of a referendum 
on his policies and said Sunday he 
would stick to his plans for par- 
liamentary elections in April as a 
step towards restoring democracy 
in Bangladesh. 

“I am determined to hold the 
elections to parliament because 
that’s what I have promised to the 
nation." he told a public rally near 
the western town of Thakurgaon. 
“Any other method to reach our 
objective is risky and fraught with 
danger.” 

Gen. Ershad renewed his com- 
mitment to parliamentary polls 
next April a day after the main 
opposition groups said they would 
resist moves for a referendum as a 
subtle attempt to perpetuate mil- 
itary rule. 

A local news agency. Ena, 
which had quoted highly-placed 
official sources as saying a ref- 
erendum was possible, said it 
would be aimed at seeking a man- , 


date on the government' s moves 
to decentralise administration. 

Gen. Ershad. who seized power 
in a bloodless military coup in 
March 1982. set up 460 local bod- 
ies at sub-district level which he 
said would be run by elected 
members. 

But he was forced to put off ele- 
ctions to the upa-zilias (sub- 
districts) last March after a major 
opposition campaign to resist the 
polls. 

The opposition said the sub- 
district elections were part of a 
plan to consolidate the military 
rule and satisfy the political amb- 
itions of some generals. 

Gen. Ershad told Sunday' s rally 
that the opposition had resorted to 
“negative politics because they 
are afraid of elections.” 

He said a peoples government 
would have emerged if politicians 
had not f campaigned against the 
sub-district polls and boycotted 
parliamentary elections for which 
dates had been announced three 


times in the past. 

“They profess democracy, but 
practice autocracy, whereas a sol- 
dier like me has always stood for 
democracy.” Gen. Ershad said. 

Meanwhile Tribal insurgents in 
south eastern Bangladesh's Chi- 
ttagong Hill Tracts kidnapped 17 
people and later released five of 
them on payment of ransom, a 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

The Bengali-kmguage new- 
spaper Ittefaq said those released 
included the chairman of a local 
government body in the Hill 
Tracts, 350 kilometres south east 
of Dhaka. 

Hill Tracts police contacted by 
telephone confirmed the kid- 
napping on Dec. 23 and said eff- 
orts were being made to secure the 
release of the 12 others still held 
hostage. 

The tribal insurgents have been 
waging a war against Dhaka for 
about 10 years, seeking ind- 
ependence for the 13.000 square 
kilometre area. 


Bolivian leader replaces army chief 


LA PAZ (R) — Bolivian Pre- 
sident Heman Sites Zuazo has 
replaced the chief of the army 
after charges he was plotting a 
coup but the officer refused to quit 
and entrenched himself with a 
cavalry regiment in military hea- 
dquarters. 

Gen. Jose Olvis Arias, who • 
union sources alleged had int- 
ended to stage a coup Saturday, 
told reporters he refused to yield 
the post he assumed for a two-year 
term in October. 

Mr. Siles Zuazo swore in Gen. 
Raul Lopez Leyton Saturday aft- 
ernoon as the new army chief and 


later told reporters the political 
and military situation was under 
control. 

“What happened today has 
been brought under control by the 
awareness among some military 
elements that you cannot instal a 
government that is not rep- 
resentative'of popular feeling, lib- 
erty and revolutionary dem- 
ocracy.” he said. 

Gen. Olvis Arias issued a sta- 
tement rejecting the appointment 
of Gen. Lopez Leyton as an att- 
empt to split the military. 

The rebel general also said he 
had received messages of support 


from garrisons throughout the 
country, including an armoured 
car regiment which was ready to 
carry out his orders. 

Gen. Lopez Leyton, regarded 
as a staunch believer in dem- 
ocracy, told a news conference he 
would take up his post after the 
new year holiday and deal with the 
dispute calmly and according to 
the rules and regulations. 

Gen. Olvis Arias has been acc- 
used by leftist politicians of inv- 
olvement in an attempted coup in . 
June when Mr. Siles Zuazo was 
briefly abducted. i 


China sees thaw in U.S. -Soviet relations next year 


PEKING (R) — A thaw’ in rel- 
ations between the United States 
and the Soviet Union is likely next 
year, the official New China News 
Agency (NCNA) said Sunday in 
its yearend assessment 

The two superpowers had been 
forced’ to resume talks on reducing 
their nuclear arsenals for ess- 
entially economic reasons, it said. 

Massive military spending by 
both sides was putting a big strain 
on their economies and had led 
them to resume their dialogue at 
Geneva next month. 

U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz and Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Andrei Gromyko meet for 
talks on Jan. 7-8 to discuss the 
possibility of fresh arms reduction 
negotiatio ns an d limitations on 
weapons Tn space. 

“With the thaw in Soviet-U.S. 
relations, those between Western 
and Eastern Europe and between 
Western Europe and, the Soviet 
Union may improve to some ext- 


ent and relations between the 
West and East may also ease som- 
ewhat in 1985,” the agency pre- 
dicted. 

But it said that nevertheless 
'‘the world situation would remain 
grim. 

Meanwhile China has ann- 
ounced the resignation of about 
40 senior army officers to help 
rejuvenate and modernise its four 
million strong armed forces. 

The Liberation Army Daily said 
Saturday that the senior officers, 
some ranking just below the chief 
and deputy chiefs of the general 
staff, quit earlier this month to 
make way for younger men. 

Most of the senior officers, all 
serving at the general staff hea- 
dquarters. were aged over 60. 

Deputy Chief of the General 
Staff, Xu Xin, described them as 
open-minded people, echoing a 
.phrase by China's top leader Deng 
Xiaoping— . . 



Mr. Deng. 80. who controls the 
forces by being head of China's 
Central Military Commission, cal- 
led in November for older officers 
to make way for younger ones, 
saying: “I hope to sec more 
open-minded people in the a- 
rmy.” 

NCNA quoted an unidentified 
younger officer at staff hea- 
dquarters as saying although older 
officers were retiring, more you- 
nger ones were still needed. 

China is in the middle of a mod- 
ernisation programme for its 
large, but ill-equipped armed for- 
ces. 

Mr. Deng wants to introduce 
younger, better educated officers 
who understand modern tec- 
hnology to replace the rev- 
olutionary fighters who joined thp 1 
People’s Liberation Arpjj^Lftg 
during Mao Tsetun^pstrugglSf em- 
power in the 1 

- 


Most officers are now drawn 
from about 100 military aca- 
demies that the PL A has est- 
ablished. 

The array is gradually being 
changed into a more professional 
force from the highly politicised 
and privileged body it was under 
the late Chairman Mao. 

Mr. Deng, who according to 
diplomats is worried the army still 
does not fully back his industrial 
modernisation programme, has 
called on the PLA to fall in behind 
civilian reforms. 

The army has been asked to 
produce civilian consumer goods 
at its under-used ordinance fac- 
tories, and older men who are not 
in favpuy.of the reforms must 

leave. ' \ 

**■- 

ang Dezhi. head of the PLA 
r J* 2 heral Staff, called on old com- 
,i jades’ this iummer to help new 
■ men “mount their horses and ride 
with them pan of the way." 



pond with warning shots. . 

The KPNLF headquarters at 
Ampil, 25 kilometres from Nong 
Samet. was quiet but tense. Most 
of Ampil's 23.000 civilians were 
evacuated to a site at the camp's 
exit to Thailand and dug foxholes 
in anticipation of an attack. 

Thai troops and planes Sunday 
repelled Vietnamese soldiers who 
crossed into Thailand while fig- , 
hting to hold a captured guerrilla ; 
base on the Kampuchean border. 
Thai military officials said. 

They described the cross- 
border incursion as minor and said 
all the Vietnamese had been pus- 
hed back but declined to give det- 
ails. 

KPNLF sources said up to 300 
Vietnamese troops crossed into 
Surin province’s Ban Kruad dis- 
trict during fighting for” control of 
the camp at Obok. about 200 kil- 
ometres north east of here. 

KPNLF sources said guerrillas 
were also battling from the Kam- 
puchean side of the border to ret- 
ake Obok. which fell to the Vie- 
tnamese on Dec. 25. 

Obok was seized in the same 
Vietnamese thrust that overran a 
sprawling KPNLF camp at Nong 
Samet on the Thai border and a 
Khmer Rouge base at Phnom 
Tuol. 


..as 

Pakistan imposes 
restrictions for 
New Year’s eve f 

KARACHI (R) — Spiked soft 
drinks, scantily-clad singers and 
other vulgarity offensive to Pak- 
istan's Islamic Laws will not be 
allowed at New Year's eve parties 
in Karachi, local newspapers rep- 
orted Sunday. They said officials 
warned-, hotels, clubs and res- 
taurants against offering such att- 
ractions after noticing some places 
were advertising racy floor shows 
to greet the New Year. Strict act- 
ion would be taken against any 
establishment allowing vulgarity. - 
obscenity or nudity on its pre- 
mises, they said. The authorities 
also warned against drinking, say- 
ing they had recently learned gue- 
sts were managing to have waiters 
in some clubs "serve them alcohol 
in soft dinks. 

‘1984 has been 
safest year 
for air travel’ 

LONDON (R) — This year has 
been the safest ever for air tra- 
vellers. a British consultancy firm 
said. Alar. Smith, managing dir- 
ector of Aviation Information 
Services Limited, said statistics 
showed only two people died in jet 
plane crashes in 1984 compared 
with 992 the previous year. The 
figures covered all scheduled and 
.charter flights in the world, out- 
side the Sosiet Bloc. Smith, who 
has .been collating accident sta-. 
tistics since 1 95 8, told Reuters this 
year's figure was more of sta- 
tistical freak than an indication of 
improved air salcty. Only seven 
aircraft were written off in 1984, 
compared with 28 last year. 

65,000 Parisians 
suffer power cut 

PARIS ( R) — About 65.000 Par- 
isians were blacked out for up to 
hours Saturday by electricity 
cuts caused by a major fire at a 
generating station in the centre of 
the city, the Industry Ministry 
said. Many people shivered ind- 
oors in their darkened flats while 
shops lit their wares by can- 
dlelight. giving the streets a' turn- 
of-the-century appearance. In one 
street musicians formed an imp- 
romptu band to entertain people 
deprived of television. 

Kidnapped shoe 
executive released 

LA PAZ (R) — Kidnappers rel- 
eased a shoe-company director 
Saturday after his company paid a 
ransom of about 5500,000, off- 
icial and company sources said. 
Antonio Van Ess, director of the 
Bolivian subsidiary of the Bata 
Shoe Company, was released 
unharmed eight days after the 
abduction in which his hou- 
sekeeper was shot dead, officials 
in the central city of Cochabamba 
told reporters. 

Diet expert dies 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Diet exp- 
ert Gayelord Hauser, who pre- 
ached good health through natural 
foods and included Greta Garbo 
and other film stars among his dis- - 
ciples, died on Wednesday at the 
age of 89. A family spokesman 
said that Hauser, who battled for 
years with doctors who scoffed at 
his methods, died in his Hol- 
lywood home of complications 
from pneumonia. His books sold 
in more than 40 languages and in 
the 1930s his theories were taken 
up by members of European soc- 
iety and by film stars. ■ 


1.2 million unable 
to get air tickets ■;. 

PEKING (R) — Civil aviation 
planners admitted Sunday that 
China's air traffic was so con- 
gested this year that more than, 
one million people were unabTeto 
obtain tickets. They promised a 

46.2 per cent increase in domestic 
flights and a 30 per cent boost in 
international flights in 1985. The 
official New China News Agency 
(NCNA) quoted them as saying 
Chinese Airlines would carry 65 
million people next year, 18 per 
cent more than iq 1984, The 
state-run China Civil Aviation 
Administration said about 1^ mil- 
lion people could not get air tic- 
kets this year. U said that with the 
introduction of more flights and j 
new routes, priority would 
given to serving 14 coastal cijf 
earmarked by the government 
centres for foreign investmen 
industrial growth. Internatic 
flights to Japan would 
reared, the planners said*** 






Economy 

Indian businessmen predict economic boom 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY DECEMBER 31, 1984 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian bus- 
inessmen, happy over Prime Min- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi* s landslide ele- 
ction victory, predicted Saturday 
that the country's economy would 
boom in a new era of lib- 
eralisation. 

They told Reuters that, with rhe 
two-thirds majority won by his 
Congress (I) Parly in parliament. 
Mr. Gandhi would find it easy to 
make drastic reforms in the 
tightly-controlled economy. 

Mr. Gandhi said in his campaign 
speeches that he would end bur- 
eaucratic delays and corruption 
and use modem technology' to 
take India into the 2 1st century. 

Mr. H. P. Nanda, chairman of 
India's 10th largest private sector 
company. Escorts Ltd. said: "I 
.expect sweeping changes in lic- 
ensing and imports to support a 
faster industrial growth." 

Mr. Gandhi is not bound by set 
ideas and has shown since he took 
over as prime minister two months 
- ago that he wants to do away with 


unnecessary controls that inhibit 
growth.” he added. 

Mr. Gandhi signalled the cha- 
nge when one of his first decisions 
on taking office was to relax imp- 
ort controls on computers and 
high technology. 

Business analysts said the new 
government's first major eco- 
nomic task would be the pre- 
sentation of the 1985-86 budget in 
parliament on Feb. 28. The bud- 
get is likely to slash corporate 
taxes and offer concessions to 
promote business investment, 
they said. 

Mr. D.H. Pai Panandikar, 
secretary-general of the Indian 
Federation of Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry (FICCI). said: 
"Businessmen look forward to a 
stable government, backed by a 
solid majority, which can take 
vital decisions.” 

"Mr. Gandhi's statement on 
assuming power thai he is int- 
erested in a result-oriented gov- 
ernment is very reassuring. It 


means he would end stilted reg- 
ulations that prohibit growth." he 
added- 

Industrialists have complained 
of restrictions on expansion and 
imports, but say these have been 
considerably relaxed in the past 
two years.' 

Echoing optimism about a cha- 
nge, FICCI President Ram- 
akrishna Bajaj said: “We are loo- 
king forward to a clean, result- 
oriented and stable government” . 

Mr. Gandhi's victory led to a 
boom on stock markets. A top sto- 
ckbroker in Bombay. Mr. Raj- 
endra Shah, noted that prices rose 
on the Bombay stock exchange, 
the country's largest share market, 
by 1 0 per cent within hours of the 
•first election results. 

"We expect a 30 percent rise in 
prices in the next two months”, he 
said. 

Bombay stock exchange exe- 
cutive director Mr. M. R. Mayya 
said: “The Congress (I) victory is a 
great stimulant to the stock exc- 


hange. Mr. Gandhi is considered 
very pragmatic and modem in out- 
look. Shares will do better with 
liberal industrial policies coming 
in.” 

Mr. Mahendra Kampani, ano- 
ther Bombay stock broker, said: 
"Businessmen feel Mr. Gandhi 
leans more to the right and this 
feeling will help the capital mar- 
ket." * 

Foreign businessmen and ban- 
kers welcomed the win Mr. A. L. 
Gillibrand. chief executive officer 
of Hong Kong and Shanghai Ban- 
king Coip. said the confidence of 
foreign bankers in India would 
continue. 

“The country already enjoys 
high credit rating on the world 
capital market." he said. 

India is expected to float large 
commercial loans in the next few 
months to finance oil and ind- 
ustrial projects, including six large 
fertiliser plants and SI. 7 billion 
gas pipeline. 


Belgrade plans to boost growth rates, exports 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslavia, 
which registered an economic 
upturn in 1 984, called for a further 
rise in growth rates and a sharp 
boost in exports next year in a 
development programme unv- 
eiled Saturday. 

The 19S5 plan, approved by 
parliament Friday night, appeared 
aimed at building on this year's 
recovery and easing Belgrade's 
huge foreign debt burden of some 
SI 9 billion. 

But although the government 
declared that a major priority 
would be reducing the country's 
60 per cent inflation rate, the hig- 
hest in Europe, the plan gave no 


details of what kind of target fig- 
ure it was aiming tor. 

The 1 985 programme, details of 
which were published Saturday, 
said gross national product should 
rise by three per cent next year 
compared with 2.1 per cent in 
1984. 

ft called for an overall 12 per 
cent rise in exports, one per cent 
up on this year's growth rate, and 
said sales to dollar-eaming mar- 
kets should go up by 15 per cent. 

But the plan set a relatively 
modest goal for industrial output, 
which rose by more than five per 
cent this year, saying 1985 should 
see a four per cent growth rate. 


The plan also said imports sho- 
uld rise by six per cent next year, 
compared with only two per cert 
in 1 984. giving foreign business a 
chance to expand in the Yugoslav 
market. 

Y ugoslav financial sources said 
Belgrade should register an $800 
•million balance of payments sur- 
plus this year compared with $300 
million in 1983 and a $1.4 billion 
deficit in 1982. 

In an indication of the healthier 
economic climate, the gov- 
ernment announced in the new 
plan that investments in industry 
and farming, which slumped by 


around 50 per cent in the 1980 
1984 period, would go up by 2.5 
per cent next year. 

The 1985’ federal budget, also 
published Saturday, was set at 
609.5 billion dinars (about S3 bil- 
lion). a 56 per cent increase over 
the 1984 figure. 

But in dollar terms the 1985 
sum represented only a marginal 
increase as the dinar has dropped 
nearly 40 percent in value against 
the U.S. currency over the past 
year. 

In keeping with past practice, 
nearly 64 per cent of entire 1985 
budget is earmarked for defence. 


Caution marks end of year on stock markets 


LONDON (R) — Leading stock 
exchanges are ending 19S4 on a 
firm but cautious note with share 
prices in Frankfurt, London and 
Tokyo at or near record highs 
after a hectic year in which Wall 
Street look U.S. shares for a 
roller-coaster ride. 

Sparkling gains were recorded 
in Madrid, where share prices rose 
40 per cent and defied mid-year 
pessimism on Wall Street, and in 
Hong Kong, up 35 percent on the 
Hang Seng index flushed with a 
promise of 50 vears of capitalism 
after 1997. 

One of Iasi years star per- 
formers. Sydney, proved more 
disappointing. The Australian 
all-ordinaries share price index 
declined nearly seven per cent in 
1984 after a sensational 60 per 
cent rise in 1983. 

Wall Street will end 1984 lower 
too. In New York the Dow Jones 
■ industrial average closed at 
1 .202.52. down 4.5 per cent since 
Dec. 30. 1983 when the index was 
at 1.258.64. 

- Despite two spectacular rallies 
in the second half of 1984. the 
Dow. a key indicator of 30 leading 
U.S. industrial shares, has failed to 
1 match its all-time high of 1 .287.20 
;on Nov. 29. 1983. Mid-year fears 
of higher interest rates sent it 
1 down to a 1 984 low of 1 .086.57 on 
July 24. 

. “This year has been marked by 
erratic swings in the stock mar- 
ket.” said Mr. Monte Gordon. 


director of research for Dreyfus 
Corp. “Time after time, investors 
started up rallies and then failed to 
sustain them more than a session 
or two.” 

Despite signs of declining int- 
erest rates and renewed economic 
strength, most analysts said 1985 
is expected to be another sch- 
izophrenic year for Wall Street. 

■* Fears of recession, budget def- 
icits and tax- re form proposals will 
keep stocks in an unsettled state.’’ 
Mr. Gordon said. 

Most leading European exc- 
hanges managed to shrug off Wall 
Street's jitters about interest rates 
and the risk of recession which set 
U.S. share prices plummeting in 
mid-1984. 

But Madrid went one better and 
ignored such pessimism alt- 
ogether. The Madrid stock exc- 
hange index was set at 140.6 to 
show 3 40 per cent gain since the 
beginning of the year — making it 
the hottest investment in Europe 
spurred on by foreign buying. 

Hopes of higher corporate pro- 
fits and lower interest rates and 
inflation were cited by analysts in 
leading European centres to exp- j 
lain the 15 to 20 per cent gains 
recorded on the London. Ams- I 
terdam. Milan. Brussels and Paris I 
stock exchanges in 1984. 

In Asia the star performer was 
Hong Kong, where the Hang Seng 
index closed at 1.185.67. a 35 per 
cent gain since the end of 1983 but 
just below its year's high and a 2 V: 


year peak of 1,206.83 set last 
Monday. 

Investors’ confidence was res- 
tored by the Sino-British accord 
on the future of the colony rea- 
ched in September and formally 
signed last week in Peking, ana- 
lysts said. 

The deal returns sovereignty 
over Hong Kong to China in 1997 
but preserves the capitalist system 
for 50 years. 

In Tokyo shares closed firm on 
the final trading day of 1984. But 
the Nikkei- Dow Jones market 
average, which added 29.03 poi- 
nts to close at II. 542.60, was 


short of its all-time high of 
11,577.44 reached on Dec. 4. 
1984. 

It was the seventh consecutive 
year-end record, boosted by dec- 
ontrol of bank shares which sho- 
wed gains on the year of between 
100 and 200 per cent. 

In 1983 the market average 
ended the year at 9,893.82. 

In Europe the London stock 
market sraged a major comeback 
at the year-end from the yearns 
low in July after plunging from 
all-time record levels in late spring 
in the wake of higher interest rates 
and currency weakness. 
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Castro criticises shortfalls 

HAVANA (R) — Cuban President Fidel Castro said Saturday that 
1984 production shortfalls in sugar, nickel and citrus fruits had hurt 
the economy and called on his people to wage a battle for better 
productivity and management. 

He also said that a sharp rise in the production of tobacco, another 
major export product, was deceptive since it should be compared 
with the unusually low output of 1983. 

Planning Minister Humberto Perez told the assembly that the 
Cuban economy had maintained the healthy growth rates of the last 
five years in 1984 but at the expense of unacceptably high levels of 
imports. 

He said economic growth was 7.4 per cent this year while gross 
social product, which includes both goods and services, rose an 
average of eight per cent over the past five years. 

“...This growth should not lead us to false complacency, since it 
was achieved with levels of imports which exceed our possibilities 
and expenditure of energy resources... exceeding that which ade- 
quate efficiency demands." Mr. Perez said. 
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"Sure, pork is loaded with cholesterol, 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 
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Pricing splits OPEC ranks 


GENE VA (R) — OPEC was dealt another blow to its 
shaky unity Sunday when Algeria said it would join 
long-time maverick member Nigeria in openly dis- 
obeying the cartel’s oil price fixing rules. 


Algerian Oil Minister Bel- 
kacem Nabi said: “We will not 
apply the new prices". 

Nigerian Minister Tam 
David-West said he did what was 
in Nigeria’s best interests and pri- 
cing was a “supreme decision*' 
which could only be taken by a 
head of state. 

Their statements came after the 
13-member Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) patched together an int- 
erim package slightly narrowing 
the price range for different gra- 
des of crude but preserving 
OPECs S29 reference price. 

A communique following a 
marathon five-hour negotiating 
session said OPEC had agreed the 
p3ct "with the exception of Alg- 


eria and Nigeria". _ . 

Miaisters'of both countries said 
they wanted much Jess price dif- 
ferences between their hard- 
to-sell light crudes and the che- 
aper heavy types. 

Mr. Nabi told reporters the 
negative effects of the price agr- 
eement outweighed the positive 
ones. “ I would say this diminishes 
the credibility of OPEC." he said. 

He also dismissed the idea that 
an ambitious scheme to audit 
member’s production and pricing 
to prevent cheating should apply 
to products other than crude. 

OPEC Chairman Subroto ann-. 
ounccd the policing scheme would 
cover refined products but Mr. 
Nabi said these had “nothing to 
do” with OPEC and Algeria ref- 


New problems await 
Italy’s EC presidency 


BRUSSELS (R) — Italy takes 
over the European Community’s 
(EOs) rotating presidency on 
Tuesday for a six-month term lik- 
ely to be overshadowed by a str- 
uggle for power with the Eur- 
opean Parliament and con- 
troversial reform of the group’s 
decision-making machinery, off- 
icials said Sunday. 

It will also have to iron but dif- 
ficulties in the negotiations for the 
entry of Spain and Portugal which 
were to have been completed 
under, the outgoing Irish pre- 
sidency. 

The Iberian states are due to 
join on Jn. 1, 1986. and con- 
stitutional experts had set aside a 
year for legal and other rat- 
ification procedures. 

But it was not until a summit in 
Dublin on Dec. 4-5 that the 10 
Community governments agreed 
the terras for the major part of the 
negotiations. 

The terms have already been 
severely criticised by Madrid and 
Lisbon and a very difficult three 
months are expected before the 
new target of the Community’s 
next summit in Brussels on March 
30-31. 

The European Parliament’s 
rejection of the 1985 budget ear- 
lier this month set the scene for an 
early crisis. f" 

Diplomats fear' the 
Strasbourg-based assembly, fru- 
strated by the 10 governments' 
systematic disregard of its dec- 
isions will use its limited powers to 
block a range of Community act- 
ions. 

There is wide speculation in 
Brussels and Strasbourg that it 
could also use one of its few pre- 
rogatives to sack the new Eur- 
opean Commission, due to be ins- 
talled in on Jan. 7. 

The new commission, under 
former French finance minister 
Mr. Jacques Defers, also a former 
member of Strasbourg assembly, 
is likely to try to reassert its own 
independent authority. 

The powers of the commission 
have been gradually eroded over 


the past few years as governments 
gathered all the threads of power 
in their own hands, aided by the 
lack of cohesion and weak lea- 
dership in the previous com- 
mission, diplomats said. 

Institutional reform, the exp- 
ression used for overhauling the 
Community's lengthy and com- 
plex decision-making procedures 
and possibly to reduce the so-far 
dominant role of the 10 gov- 
ernments will be another problem, 
but is not due to be debated until a 
June summit in Milan. 

Diplomats and officials set high 
hopes in Italy's experience in def- 
using crises. As a long-term cha- 
mpion of an effective parliament 
and an independent commission, 
it is well-placed to play a med- 
iating role in the institutional dis- 
putes. they said. 

But this could set it on a col- 
lision course with the group’s 
three dominant nations. France. 
Britain and West Germany, which 
may want to appease parliament 

Italy is also among the strongest 
champions of wider political, int- 
egration. described by its Prime 
Minister Bettino Craxi 10 days 
ago as “an indispensable req- 
uirement for the future of Europe 
and its role in the world." 

But a treaty of European union 
^eftg be discussed at the June 
summit in Milan is expected to 
meet stiff resistance from states 
jealous of losing some of their 
sovereign rights such as Britain. 
Denmark. Ireland and Greece. 

Officials and diplomats say 
Italy’s tasks will be eased by the 
largely successful Irish presidency, 
which tied up many of the loose 
ends of financial and agricultural 
reform. 

In addition to agreeing the con- 
ditions for Iberian entry, the 
Community over the past six 
months worked out procedures to 
prevent another cash crisis, set up 
a system to curb surplus pro- 
duction of wine and olive oil and 
successfully negotiated a new 
Lome trade and aid pact with 64 
developing states. 
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used to have its exports of gas 
condensates, one third of its total 
oil output included in the mon- 
itoring scheme. 

Mr. Nabi said that since Nigeria 
had unilaterally broken price 
ranks with OPEC some time ago 
and was producing as much as it 
liked “then you cannot talk about 
discipline any more.” 

Prof. David-West told a press 
conference it was not fair to say 
Lagos and Algiers had “dropped 
out” of OPEC. 

"We want a bold decision. If we 
cannot come to an agreement then 
there is no point in subscribing to 
an interim position." he said.He 
declined to say when or if Nigeria 
would realign itself to the official 
price regime. 

Kuwait’s Oil Minister Ali AJ 
Khalifa AI Sabah said he expected 
differentials would be narrowed 
further next month. 

He told a news conference he 
would have been happier if the 
pricing squabble had been res- 


olved but ‘"it is not half as imp- 
ortant as the issue of auditing and 
monitoring.'' “ 

The minister said the policing 
'scheme, agreed in a rare show of 
unanimity earlier in the con- 
ference. would enable OPEC “to 
make decisions not on the basis of 
rumours or allegations but on the 
basis of facts." 

OD traders observing the con- 
ference. however, said they were 
sceptical OPEC could effectively 
police itself in a glutted market to 
which the cartel" could no longer 
dictate terras. 

OPEC has seen its 70 per cent 
market share dashed by almost 
half in less than a decade and has 
been forced to reduce its market 
price from a high of $34 a barrel to 
$29. 

Meanwhile, in Cairo, the oil 
minister of non-OPEC Egypt, 
who attended the conference as an 
observer, describing the results as 
“indecisive”, said they would not 
halt the slide in spot prices. 


Norwegian oil, gas 
output reach record 

OSLO (R) — Norwegian oil and gas production reached a record 
60.2 million Tonnes of Oil Equivalents (TOE) in 1984. Energy 
Minister Kaare Kristiansen said Sunday. Mr. Kristiansen told jou- 
rnalists that Norwegian production would drop in 1985. Norway 
produced 55 million TOE in 1983. but the minister said the 1984 
figure was below estimates made in the 1970s. 
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Horoscope 

from the Carroll Rlghtar Institute' B 

FORECAST-FOB MONDAY, DEC. 31, 1984 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: HAPPY NEW YEAR 
TO YOU! A perfect day for you to make new resolutions 
for the coming year and to clarify anything you do not 
understand. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Study unique wishes for 
the days ahead and start working on them with the aid 
of good friends. Enjoy pleasures you like. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Add some originality 
to some public work you do during the daytime and 
tonight be with prominent individuals you like. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Making new contacts 
who can help to make the future brighter for you is wise 
today. Be with family and friends. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jnl. 21) Contact an 
expert early who is wise in wordly matters and get sug- 
gestions so that your own position can be improved. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Be with progressive part- 
ners in the morning, and listen to their advice so that 
you can become snore prosperous in the New Year. 

. f VIRGO (Aug. 22 fcQ Sept. 22) Bee the old year out by 
analyzing your position in life and know how to improve 
it in the New Year ahead. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You have fine creative 
ideas and should discuss them with a progressive friend 
during the day who can be most helpful to you. 

SCORPIO {Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Be with kin and dosest 
allies today and see the New Year in happily. Be sure 
you are goed to those tho have been loyal 
■ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Being with con- 
genials who have vision is the best way to see the New 
Year in and you can have a wonderful time together. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Have talks with kin 
early so that you can establish more harmony there. Ex- 
tend invitations to close friends. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Make the contacts 
today who can assist you to clear the decks for much 
future ac Jon. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Good morning to con- 
sult with an advisor you trust and know better bow to 
make the future much brighter. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be a New Era product and easily be able to comprehend 
just about anything that is modem in nature but is apt 
to impulsively jump into one thing and then another 
without ever completing anything, so teach to finish 
what is started. 


THE Daily Crossword by Margaret V. Judah 


ACROSS 
1 Copycat 
5 Disconcert 
10 The one there 

14 “Forsyte" tale 

15 Vive-! 

16 Sagacious 

17 Nervous 

19 S-shapad 
molding 

20 HasMstTon 
sounds 

21 Hammerhead 

22 Hullabaloos 

24 Sarcastic 

25 Gr. marketplace 

26 Rival ol Sparta 

29 Canal 

30 Nothing 

33 Neck trouble 

34 Now 

35 Heredity basis 

36 Hat or horse 

37 Rec liner 

38 June 6, 1944 

39 Ordinal suffix 

40 Rock of mostly 
quartz 

41 Author Jules 

42 Neptune’s 
realm 

43 Draws a bead on 

44 Plaintiffs 
need 

45 Geological 
. formation 

47 Com units 

48 Moves crabvrise 

50 Envelope abbr. 

51 Reverence 

54 Fr. composer 

55 Domineering 

58 PersonslIUcw 

59 Sheepish 

60 Pound Uw poet 

61 Big hits 

62 Domingo (or 
one 

63 Abound 
DOWN 

1 Tennis notable 

2 Poker opening 

3 Breakfast Ash 

4 Word of cheer 

5 Modifies 

6 Basque cap 

7 — for one’s 
money 
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Yesterday's Puzzle Some: 


8 Offspring 

9 In — (at hill 

speetQ 

10 — three 

(a few) 

11 Stranded 

12 Cruising 

13 Eng. river 
18 Punish In a 

way 

23 Sflmy 

24 School for 
short 

25 Chock the 
accounts 

26 Yearns 

27 Hackneyed 

28 Everywhere 

29 Flies high 

31 Frivoioos 

32 HM 
34 Motif 

37 Golf play 

38 Moistens 
40 Wrap 
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0000000000 0000 
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Mr 0 HOO QHCTH 0 
f]0g0ga mnoHoaan 
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non BROoa 00000 
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.. 00001 
0000H 0000 00a 

0BHO 00000 0OH1F1 

[garni nnnnn HiSi 


41 Hindu casts * 
44 Foam 

At — (puzzled) 
47 Race: prel. 

« Largo number 
49 Shakespearean 
vfflein 


50 Opposed to 

51 Wood-shaping 

52 “HI — king” 

53 Cheese 
58 —had it! 

57 Court divider 
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are defeat 


for U.S., Soviets say 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet Union Sunday made 
plain its satisfaction with the Indian election result 
and portrayed the Congress (I) landslide as a defeat 
for the United States. 


The state media heaped praise 
On Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
saying the voters had chosen to 
fallow the tradition of his mother 
Indira Gandhi and grandfather 
Jawahariai Nehru. 

The news agency TASS said the 
Congress win had thwarted plans 
for “reaction* in the West and in 
India to partition the country, and 
cited" the U.5. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA). 

“The CIA's calculations ... 
burst like a soap bubble." TASS 
said, in an article signed by news 
analyst Boris Chekhonin. 


The Kremlin regarded^ Indira 
Gandhi as one of its closest friends 
in the developing world and the 
Soviet media hinted that the CIA 
was linked to her assassination on 
Oct. 31. 

The daily Sovetskaya Rossiya 
quoted a CIA report written bef- 
ore the killing, predicting inter- 
communal violence and the 
break-up of the Congress (I) Party 
after she died. 

“In that case victory (in the ele- 
ction) would have gone to the con- 
servative opposition." the daily 
said. “The Indian people have 


tom up the plans of the hostile 
external forces." 

The Soviet Union regularly- 
seeks to identify- the United States 
with Sikh extremists and other 
Indian separatist groups. 

All repons said the Congress (I) 
triumph would preserve India’s 
independence, national unity and 
non-aligned role. They also str- 
essed the past economic ach- 
ievements of the pam-. 

Only political commentator 
Alexander Bovin in the gov- 
ernment daily Izvesria sounded a 
cautionary note. He discussed the 
difficulties facing India and ref- 
erred to a need for land reform 
and action on unemployment and 
poverty. 


The reports gave much of the 
credit for the win to Raj it Gandhi 
himself. TASS described him as a 
talented and energetic leader able 
to solve the most complex state 
matters. 

Pravda said he had carried out a 
brilliant campaign and the result 
was a personal political triumph, 
but it had no good words for the 
opposition. 

“The elections really showed 
the complete bankruptcy of the 
opposition.” the Communist 
Party daily said. 

The Soviet press has not yet ref- 
erred to the electoral performance 
of the two Ccunraunist parties, 
which lost seats to Congress in 
southern Kerala and West Bangal. 


Reagan, Nakasone to discuss trade 
problems, arms control this week 


LOS ANGELES (R) — President 
Reagan and Japanese Prime Min- 
ister Yasuhiro Nakasone face per- 
sistent tough problems on trade 
and defence, and their meeting 
here this o^ek is unlikely to pro- 
duce immediate solutions. 

Administration officials say 
progress has been made in the past 
year on resolving differences bet- 
ween the United States and its 
close pacific ally and they expect 
the favourable trend to continue 
when Mr. Reagan and Mr. Nak- 
■asone meet on Wednesday. 

Despite pressure on Mr. Rea- 
. gan to get tough at the Los Ang- 
eles talks on Japan's ballooning 
trade surplus with the United Sta- 
tes. expected to hit a record S35 
billion this year, the president 
appears unwilling to take an agg- 
ressive stance. 

“How can I get tough with a 
very good friend?" Mr. Reagan 
shot back in answer to a reporter' s 
question in Washington before he 
flew to California for the New 


Year holiday. 

He said Mr. Nakasone was 
“being most co-operative. But 
there is a long way to go yet and he 
knows it." 

The two leaders, who have dev- 
eloped a close rapport during four 
previous meetings and reportedly 
on first name terms, will meet for 
about two-and-a-half hours on 
Wednesday. 

Defence and peace issues and 
world economic problems were 
expected to arise although U.S.- 
Japan trade difficulties probably 
would dominate, administration 
sources said. 

Mr. Nakasone has stressed the 
importance of Western solidarity 
for success in the arms control 
talks between U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko in Geneva next week. 

"He is likely to reiterate concern 
about Soviet SS-20 missiles tar- 
geted on Asia and seek ass- 
urances that any arms deal struck 


between Washington and Moscow 
would not allow the Soviet Linton 
to re-target weapons now aimed at 
Western Europe. 

Earlier this year Japan raised its 
defence budget by 6 .55 per cent, 
and Sunday it was announced in 
Tokyo that the defence budget 
would be raised by a further 6.9 
per cent in 1985. 

Diplomatic analysis in Tokyo 
said Mr. Nakasone' s decision 
would please Washington, which 
has been calling on Japan to play a 
bigger role in defending itself. 

But the Pentagon also com- 
plains that Japan has been slow- to 
implement a year-old agreement 
to share defence technology. 

Longstanding trade problems 
remain a major irritant and have 
contributed to what U.S. Com- 
merce Undersecretary Lionel 
Olraer calk the “grotesque" l f .S. 
world trade deficit — expected to 
reach a record SI 30 billion in 
1984. • 


Korean nuclear plant closed after leak 


SEOUL (R) — One of South 
Korea’s three nuclear power 
plants has been closed for more 
than a month after radioactive 
cooling water leaked from its rea- 
ctor. Seoul newspapers reported 
Sunday. 

South Korean officials said the ■ 
reports were correct but declined . 
any immediate further comment. 

The Chosun Ilbo said about 24 
tonnes of cooling water seeped out 
Of a steam generator pipe at the 
plant in the south eastern town of. 
Wofsung during 3 safety check on 
Nov. 25. 

It said radiation pollution was 


prevented by a team of specialists 
from the Technology Ministry and 
Korea Electric Power Cor- 
poration (KEPCO) who were sent 
in after the leak. 

The Hankuk Ilbo said the leak 
was caused by 3 short-circuit of 
valves and the radiation level in 
and around the reactor had ret- 
urned 10 normal. 

The paper quoted KEPCO off- 
icials as saying the plant was exp- 
ected to be in operation again by 
the middle of next month. 

The 678.700-ktlowait plant, 
equipped with a Canadian 
“Candu” pressurised heavy water 
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Opening lead: Queen of *7 . 

By winning the Trials last 
month in Memphis, the team 
of Malcolm Brahman, Bobby 
Goldman. Bob Hamman. Bob* 
by Wolff, Ron Andersen, all 
of Dallas, and Paul Soloway 
of Bothell, Wash., qualified to 
represent the U.S. in the 
World Team Olympiad, to be 
held in Seattle in October. In 
the final they defeated Edgar 
Kaplan, New York. Norman 
Kay. Philadelphia, Bill Root, 
Boca Raton. Fla., Richard 
Pavlicek. Ft. Lauderdale," 
Fla., Jeff Meckstroth, 
Pinkerton, Ohio, and Eric 
Rodwell, Indianapolis over 
128 boards in a match- that 
was close until the final 
stretch. 

When the players held 
today's hand. Soloway and 
Goldman, sitting North- 
South, reached four spades 
on the auction shown. (East’s, 
no trump jump after the 
takeout double was a limit 
raise in hearts.) While the 


only sure losers are two clubs 
and a diamond, the 4-1 trump 
break combined with the SO 
diamond split is more than 
declarer can handle, so one 
down would seem to be the 
normal result. 

Declarer won the ace of 

hearts and immediately ran 
the queen of diamonds. West 
ruffed and now it looks as if 
routine defense will defeat 
the contract two tricks— the 
defenders are entitled to two 
club tricks and a diamond, 
and declarer will be hard 
pressed to escape another 
loser if West exits passively 
with a trump. 

Instead. West chose to 
imderiead his ace of clubs. 
The idea was that if East 
held the king-jack of tlubs, 
both cards would be entries 
and West could score two 
diamond ruffs. Unfortunate- 
ly, East elected to play his 
partner for the ace of trumps 
rather than the ace of dubs, 
and he inserted the 10 of 
clubs. Declarer won the jack 
and returned the suit. All 
would still have been well 
had West risen with the ace 
and returned a club. But 
West placed declarer with 
the king of clubs, so he took 
his ace and exited with a 
heart. 

• 

Declarer now played 
masterfully to make his 
game. He ruffed the heart 
with the nine of spades, led 
the seven of trumps to dum- 
my's eight and ruffed the last 
heart with his ace. A spade to 
the jack enabled declarer to 
draw trumps, and the only 
other trick for the defense 
was a diamond. 


reactor, was built at a cost of S 1 .1 8 
billion. It went into operation in 
April last year. 

About 17 per cent of South 
Korea’s electricity is now pro- 
..ueed by nuclear power and this 
will rise to 47 per cent when six 
other atomic plants go into service 
by 1989. 

Energy Minister Choi Dong- 
Kyu told a parliamentary com- 
mittee in October the government 
would reinforce safety measures 
at nuclear power stations. 

He said there were plans to 
build a plant to dispose of nuclear 
waste and form a safely task force. 

Rebels launch 
rocket attacks 
on Kabul 

ISLAMABAD (R) -- Afghan 
rebels bombarded Kabul with 
rockets for at least five con- 
secutive nights despite heavy sec- 
urity to foil attacks on the fifth 
anniversary of Soviet military int- 
ervention. Western diplomats said 
Sunday. 

First reports from the Afghan 
capital said the attacks began on 
Monday, three days before the 
Dec. 27 anniversary, and con- 
tinued at least until Friday, the 
diplomats told journalists. 

The diplomats reported only 
one casualty. Bui Peshawar-based 
guerrillas, quoting reports from 
couriers, said more than a dozen 
Soviet and Afghan soldiers were 
killed. 

At least 16 rockets or mortar 
bombs slammed into the capital 
on Dec. 26. hitting the main Sha- 
hid Shamshera Mosque and a sch- 
ool and setting fire to a paper war- 
ehouse in central Kabul, said the 
diplomats, who asked not to be 
identified. 

An Afghan teacher was killed 
on Dec. 25 when a rocket hit his 
house in the Shar-E-Nau district, 
they said. 

On Dec. 27. witnesses saw roc- 
kers flying over Shar-E-Nau. a res- 
idential neighbourhood where 
many foreigners live, and heard 
tank and raachinegun fire and 
shouting nearby. 

Explosions were heard on the 
nights of Dec. 24 and 28 from the 
direction of Daruiaman. where 
Soviet military headquarters and 
the Afghan Defence Ministry are 
located, and the old Bala Hissar 
Fort where Soviet and Afghan 
forces are stationed, the diplomats 
added. 

The diplomats and guerrillas 
reported heavy .security in the 
Kabul. Spotter planes and hel- 
icopters hovered over the airport 
to thwart attacks and there were 
stringent checks on people ent- 
ering and leaving the city. 


Lack of 
inhibition 
worries 
Gandhi’ s 
bodyguards 

NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
swept back to power in general 
elections, has already caused anx- 
iety among his bodyguards bec- 
ause of his informal style at public 
rallies celebrating his victory. 

Security, discreet but always 
heavy around Mr. Gandhi, was 
tightened m the closing days of his 
election campaign after threats to 
assassinate him were reported by 
police less than two months after 
the murder of his mother and pre- 
decessor. Indira Gandhi. 

But at a victory rally held on a 
traffic junction near, his residence 
Saturday. Mr. Gandhi alarmed 
bodyguards when he stepped 
down from a dais and waded thr- 
ough two rings of security men 
into a delirious crowd of about 
2.000 supporters. 

Mr. Gandhi. 40. accepted flo- 
wers and shook hands as people 
pushed forward to touch him and 
the guards frantically tried to form 
a protective barrier around him. 

Mr. Gandhi finally headed back 
towards his bullet-proof car. to the 
visible relief of the security men. 

Earlier, while making a brief 
victory speech at the rally. Mr. 
Gandhi was flanked by tri- 
umphant Congress (I) Pany can- 
didates who. however. looked 
uneasy about his exposed position 
and constantly gestured to sup- 
porters to remain calm. 

On his hectic three-week cam- 
paign tour before the polls, Mr. 
Gandhi's air force helicopter was 
tailed by another carrying security 
men wearing suits and carrying 
concealed weapons. They were 
identified by tiny metal badges. 

At most election rallies, two 
watchful guards took up positions 
on either side of Mr. Gandhi when 
he stood up to speak. 

But he was clearly ill at ease 
with his protectors and often ins- 
isted on driving through huge 
crowds, standing in an open jeep 
and stopping to speak to ind- 
ividual supporters. 

Mr. Gandhi, who took over as 
prime minister hours after Indira 
Gandhi was assassinated on Oct. 
31 by two Sikh bodyguards, is 
emerging as the most closely- 
protected Indian leader since ind- 
ependence in 1947. 

Crack uniformed commandos 
of the Paramilitary Special Sec- 
urity Force, armed with automatic 
weapons, have also been serving 
with his bodyguard. 

Meanwhile a record 41 women 
won seats in the new Indian Par- 
liament in national elections 
which gave Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi's Congress (Ij Party an 
unprecedented majority. 



ARAFAT EMBRACES QAWASMEH'S SON: 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat embraces the 18- 
year-old son of the murdered Mayor of Hebron, 


Fabd A1 Qawasmeh, upon arrival at -Mr. Qaw-| 
asmeh’s residence in Amman Sunday (Petra photo) 


Kampuchean rebels set to retake camp 


NONG SAMET. Thailand (R) — 
Heavy fighting raged Sunday as 
Kampuchean guerrillas appeared 
to be recapturing their Nong 
Samet Base which had been ove- 
rrun by Vietnamese troops. Thai 
military officials said. 

They said lightly-armed Khmer 
People's National Liberation 
Front (KPNLF) guerrillas, bat- 
tling Vietnamese troops, tanks 
and artillery, retook parts of the 
border stronghold in furious fig- 
hting this morning. 

Wounded guerrillas pulled out 
of the fighting told reporters at the 
border they launched a two- 
pronged attack to drive out the 
Vietnamese, who seized large 
areas of the camp on Dec. 25. 

Guerrilla medical workers said 
casualties were high on both sides. 
By this afternoon doctors of the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) had treated 90 
wounded guerrillas. 

The guerrillas said many more 
had been given first aid or were 
waiting to be evacuated from the 
battle area which extended all 
along the camp's eastern per- 
imeter. 

They predicted casualties 
would rise further as fighting con- 
tinued into the night. 

At least 30 guerrillas were kil- 


led trying to retake the camp's 
Buddhist temple and military staff 
quarters, they said. 

Thai soldiers manning border 
defences opposite the battle area 
said Sunday’s fighting and cas- 
ualties were the heaviest they had 
seen. 

Guerrilla sources said they dis- 
abled at least two Vietnamese 
tanks at Nong Samet Sunday. 

For six hours this morning. Vie- 
tnamese shelling of the base was 
so intense that United Nations rel- 
ief volunteers were forbidden to 
enter a temporary civilian eva- 
cuation site inside Thailand about 
three kilometres from the fighting. 

Thai military officials ana 
KPNLF sources estimated about 
3.400 guerrillas and more than 
1,000 Vietnamese troops backed 
by artillery, tanks and armoured 
personnel carriers were involved 
in the battle. 

During lulls in the fighting gue- 
rrillas picked up truckloads of 
wounded and took them to a nea- 
rby treatment site or a hospital 
deeper inside Thailand. 

Most of the wounded appeared 
to have been hit bv shrapnel or 
bullets in the head Snd chest. 

Vietnamese shells landed twice 
on Thai territory this morning, 
prompting Thai artillery to res- 


pond with warning shots. . 

The KPNLF headquarters at 
Ampit. 25 ktlomerres from Nong 
Samet, was quiet but tense. Most 
of Ampi!*s 23,000 civilians were 
evacuated to a site at the camp's 
exit to Thailand and dug foxholes 
in anticipation of an attack. 

Thai troops and planes Sunday 
repelled Vietnamese soldiers who 
crossed into Thailand while fig- 
hting to hold a captured guerrilla 
base on the Kampuchean border, 
Thai military officials said. 

They described the cross- 
border incursion as minor and said 
all the Vietnamese had been pus- 
hed back but declined 10 give det- 
ails. 

KPNLF sources said up to 300 
Vietnamese troops crossed into 
Surin province's Ban Kruad dis- 
trict during fighting for control of 
the camp at Obok. about 200 kil- 
ometres north east of here. 

KPNLF sources said guerrillas 
were also battling from the Kam- 
puchean side of the border to ret- 
ake Obok. which fell 10 the Vie- 
tnamese on Dec. 25. 

Obok was seized in the same 
Vietnamese thrust that overran a 
sprawling KPNLF camp at Nong 
Samet on the Thai border and a 
Khmer Rouge base at Phnom 
Tool. 


Ershad dismisses referendum prospect 


DHAKA (R) — President Hos- 
sain Mohammad Ershad dis- 
missed prospects of a referendum 
on his policies and said Sunday he 
would stick to his plans for par- 
liamentary elections in April as a 
step towards restoring democracy 
in Bangladesh. 

“I am determined to hold the 
elections to parliament because 
that's what I have promised to the 
nation." he told a public rally near 
the western town of Thakurgaon. 
“Any other method to reach our 
objective is risky and fraught with 
danger." 

Gen. Ershad renewed his com- 
mitment to parliamentary polls 
next April a day after the main 
opposition groups said they would 
resist moves for a referendum as a 
subtle attempt to perpetuate mil- 
itary rule. 

A local news agency, Ena, 
which had quoted highly-placed 
official sources as saying a ref- 
erendum was possible, said it 
would be aimed at seeking a man- 


date on the government's moves 
10 decentralise administration. 

Gen. Ershad. who seized power 
in a bloodless military coup in 
March 1 982, set up 460 local bod- 
ies at sub-district level .which he 
said would be run by elected 
members. ■ 

But he was forced to put off ele- 
ctions to the upa-zUlas (sub- 
districts) last March after a major 
opposition campaign to resist the 
polls. 

The opposition said the sub- 
district elections were pan of a 
plan to consolidate the military 
rule and satisfy the political amb- 
itions of some generals. 

Gen. Ershad told Sunday's rally 
that the opposition had resorted to 
“negative politics because they 
are afraid of elections." 

He said a peoples government 
would have emerged if politicians 
had not *bampaigned against the 
sub-district polls and boycotted 
parliamentary elections for which 
.dates had been announced three 


limes in the past. 

“They profess democracy, but 
practice autocracy, whereas a sol- 
dier like me has always stood for 
democracy," Gen. Ershad said. 

Meanwhile Tribal insurgents in 
south eastern Bangladesh's Chi- 
ttagong Hill Tracts kidnapped 1 7 
people and later released five of 
them on payment of ransom, a 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

The Bengali-language new- 
spaper Ittefaq said those released 
included the chairman of a local 
government body in the Hill 
Tracts. 350 kilometres south east 
of Dhaka. 

Hill Tracts police contacted by 
telephone confirmed the kid- 
napping on Dec. 23 and said eff- 
orts were being made to secure the 
release of the 12 others still held 
hostage. 

The tribal insurgents have been 
waging a war against Dhaka for 
about 10 years, seeking ^ ind- 
ependence for the 1 3.000 square 
kilometre area. 


Bolivian leader replaces army chief 


LA PAZ (R) — Bolivian Pre- 
sident Heraan Siles Zuazo has 
replaced the chief of the army 
after charges he was plotting a 
coup but the officer refused to quit 
and entrenched himself with a 
cavalry regiment in military hea- 
dquarters. 

Gen. Jose Olvis Arias, who 
union sources alleged had int- 
ended to stage a coup Saturday, 
told reporters he refused to yield 
the post he assumed for a two-year 
term in October. 

Mr. Siles Zuazo swore in Gen. 
Raul Lopez Leyton Saturday aft- 
ernoon as the new army chief and 


later told reporters the political 
and military situation was under 
control. 

“ What happened today has 
been brought under control by the 
awareness among some military 
elements that you cannot instal a 
government that is not rep- 
resentative'of popular feeling, lib- 
erty and revolutionary dera- 
. ocracy,” he said. 

Gen. Olyis Arias issued a sta- 
tement rejecting the appointment 
of Gen. Lopez Leyton as an att- 
empt to split the military. 

The rebel general also said he 

had received messages of support 


from garrisons throughout the 
■ country, including an armoured 
car regiment which was ready to 
carry out his orders. 

Gen. Lopez Leyton, regarded 
as a staunch believer in dem- 
ocracy. told a news conference he 
would take up his post after the 
new year holiday and deal with the 
dispute calmly and according to 
the rules and regulations. 

Gen. Olvis Arias has been acc- 
used by leftist politicians of inv- 
olvement in an attempted coup in 
June when Mr. Siles Zuazo was 
briefly abducted. 


China sees thaw in U.S.-Soviet relations next year 


PEKING (R) — A thaw in rel- 
ations between the United States 
and the Soviet Union is likely next 
year, the official New China News 
Agency (NONA) said Sunday in 
its yearend assessment. 

The two superpowers had been 
forced to resume talks on reducing 
their nuclear arsenals for ess- 
entially economic reasons, it said. 

Massive military spending by 
both sides was putting a big strain 
on their economies and had led 
them to resume their dialogue at 
Geneva next month. 

U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz and Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Andrei Gromyko meet for 
talks on Jan. 7-8 to discuss the 
possibility of fresh arras reduction 
negotiati ons an d limitations on 
weapons in space. 

“With the thaw in Soviet-U.S. 
relations, those between Western 
and Eastern Europe and between 
Western Europe and the Soviet 
Union may improve to some ext- 


ent and relations between the 
West and East may also ease som- 
ewhat in 1985," the agency pre- 
dicted. 

But it said that nevertheless 
“the world situation would remain 
grim.” 

Meanwhile China has ann- 
ounced the resignation of about 
40 senior army officers to help 
rejuvenate and modernise its four 
million strong armed forces. 

The Liberation Army Daily said 
Saturday that the senior officers, 
some ranking just below the chief 
and deputy chiefs of the general 
staff, quit earlier this month to 
make way for younger men. 

Most of the senior officers, all 
serving at the general staff hea- 
dquarters. were aged over 60. 

Deputy Chief of the General 
Staff, Xu Xln, described them as 
open-minded people, echoing a 
.phrase by China’s top leader Deng 
Xiaoping- 


Mr. Deng, 80. who controls the 
forces by being head of China’s 
Central Military Commission, cal- 
led in November for older officers 
to make way for younger ones, 
saying: “I hope to see more 
open-minded people in the a- 
rmy.” 

NCNA quoted an unidentified 
younger officer at staff hea- 
dquarters as saying although older 
officers were retiring, more you- 
nger ones were still needed. 

China is in the middle of a mod- 
ernisation programme for its 
large, but ill-equipped armed for- 
ces. 

Mr. Deng wants to introduce 
younger, better educated officers 
who understand modern tec- 
hnology to replace the .rev- 
olutionary fighters who joja 
People’ s Liberation 
during Mao Tsetu: ' 

power in the I - *' 


Most officers are now drawn 
from about 100 military aca- 
demies that the PLA has est- 
ablished. 

The army is gradually being 
changed into a more professional 
force from the highly politicised 
and privileged body it was under 
the late Chairman Mao. 

Mr. Deng, who according to 
diplomats is worried the army stiH 
does not fully back his industrial 
modernisation programme, has 
called on the PLA to fell in behind 
civilian reforms. 

T7ie army has been asked to 
produce civilian consumer goods 
at its under-used ordinance fac- 
tories. ajk^older men who are not 
t * 1C rC ^ 0rraS musi 

*3, head of the PLA 
r *f£ called on old com- 
this stammer to help new 
^oien“ mound their horses and tide 
with them pg&rt of the way.” 



J 



Pakistan imposes 
restrictions for 
New Year’s eve 

KARACHI (R) — Spiked oh 
dr inks , scantily-clad ringers and 
other vulgarity offensive to Pak- 
istan’s Islamic Laws will not he 
allowed at New Year’s eve panic;, 
in Karachi, local newspaper-, rep- 
orted Sunday. They said officials 
warned-* hoieis. clubs and res- 
taurants against offering such att- 
ractions after noticing some places 
were advertising racy floor shows 
to greet the New Year. Strict act- 
ion would be taken against any 
establishment allowing vulgarity, 
obscenity or nudity on its pre- 
mises, they said. The authorities 
also warned against drinking, say- 
ing they had recently learned gue- 
sts were managing to have waiter- 
in some clubs serve them alcohol 
in soft diaks. 

‘1984 has been 
safest year 
for air travel’ 

LONDON (R) — This year Ju* 
been the safest ever for air tra- 
vellers. a British consultancy firm 
said. Alan Smith, managing dir- 
ector of Aviation Infer matron 
Services Limited, said statistics 
showed only two people died in jc: 
plane crashes in 19S4 compared 
with 992 the previous year. The 
figures covered all scheduled and 
.charter flights in the world, out- 
side the Soviet Bloc. Smith, who 
has been collating accident sta- 
tistics since 1958. tuld Reuters this 
year's figure was more ol sta- 
tistical freak than an indication of 
improved air safety Only seven 
aircraft were written off in 1984. 
compared with 28 last year. 

65,000 Parisians 
suffer power cut 

PARIS (R) — About 65.000 Par- 
isians were blacked out for up to 
16 m hours Saturday by electricity 
cuts caused by a ’major fire at a 
generating station in the centre ot 
the city, the Industry Ministry 
said. Many people shivered ind- 
oors in their darkened flats while 
shops lit their wares by can- 
dlelight. giving the streets a turn- 
of-: lie-century appearance. In one 
stTeer musicians formed an imp- 
romptu baud to entertain people 
deprived of television. 

Kidnapped shoe 
executive released 

LA PAZ (R) — Kidnappers rel- 
eased a shoe-company director 
Saturday alter his company paid a 
ransom of about S500.000. off- 
icial and company sources sat’d. 
Antonio Van Ess. director of the 
Bolivian subsidiary of the Bata 
Shoe Company, was released 
unharmed eight days after the 
abduction in which his hou- 
sekeeper was shot dead, officials 
in the central city of Cochabamba 
told reporters. 

Diet expert dies 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Diet exp- 
ert Gayelord Hauser, who pre- 
ached good health through natural 
foods and included Greta Garbo 
and other film stars among his dis- 
ciples. died od Wednesday a: the 
age of 89. A family spokesman 
said that Hauser, who battled for 
years with doctors who scot fed at 
his methods, died in' his Hol- 
lywood home of complications 
from pneumonia. His books sold 
in more than 40 languages and in 
the 1930s his theories were taken 
up by members of European soc- 
iety and bv film stars. 


1.2 million unable 
to get air tickets 

PEKING (R) — Civil avi; 
planners admitted Sunday 
China's air traffic was so 
gested this year that more 
one million people were unai 
obtain tickets. They promfc 

46.2 percent increa’se in doii 
.flights and a 30 per cent bcM 
international flights in 1985, 
official New China News A< 
(NCNA) quoted them as & 
Chinese Airlines would carr 
million people next year, V 
cent more than in 1984. 
state-run China Civil Avi 
Administration said about I .: 
lion people could not get ai 
kets this year. It said that wii 
introduction of more flight; 
new routes, priority woul 
gwen to serving 14 coastal 
earmarked by the governing 
centres for foreign investtnet 
industrial growth. Internal 
flights to Japan would 
leased,- the. planners sa 









